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PREFACE. 



Of all the arts that have been discoyered, and which 
have contributed to the benefit and happiness of man, 
the art of writing certainly ranks secondary- to none ; 
and of the varied species into which this art is mo- 
delled, there is none of greater utility and importance 
than the epistolary form. 

The importance of epistolary writing is indeed such, 
that it is needless to insist upon the advantages that 
result from it; the more so, because all who can 
boast of this accomplishment must be fully sensible 
of its sterling value, which noO[mi% <s»si. ^B^x«»aa^- 
On the contrary, persona ^Vo «tc%>3mW^*^ ^"**^' 
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their sentiments to a friend without the assistance of 
a third person, feel the unpleasant situation in which 
their ignorance has placed them with keen regret ; 
to such no arguments can be necessary to convince 
them that it is their own interest they promote, when 
they endeavour to become acquainted with a branch 
of knowledge so likely to prove extremely useful, 
beneficial, Snd pleasant. Letter writing is also still 
more agreeable, because it enables us to hear from 
our friends, and to communicate to them our affairs 
and wishes, however distant we may be, and this» 
too, under the bond of secrecy ; at least it is so in this 
country, where freedom reigns to bless us. 

Had letters been known at the commencement of 
the world, epistolary writing would have been coeval 
with love and friendship ; for, as soon as they began 
to flourish, the verbal messenger was stopped, and 
the affectionate language of the heart was then com- 
mitted to characters which futhfully preserved it. 
Secrecy was ensured, and the intercourse of social 
life rendered more easy, and infinitely more agreeable. 

Many of the most ancient compositions were written 
in this manner, and even several portions of the 
New Testament were delivered by the Apostles in an 
^istolary form. 



The Komans attained perfection in this art ; as a 
proof of which, we need only produce the elegant 
letters of Cicero; nor are the modems less aware of 
its importance and its beauties. Amongst the French* 
many of their first writers hare built their fame upon 
epistolary coirespondence; and our own coimtrymen 
of the present a^, appear to be faJly sensible of its 
merits and utility. Indeed, epistolary writing ap- 
pears, in some degree, to have triumphed oyer every 
other species of oomposition; thehistorianhas adopted 
it; we have the Greek and B(»nan histories, as weU 
as that of our own nation, elegantly exeeuted in this 
style of writing. Poets have also resorted to it; 
trayellers feel it to be their only consolation during 
the lingering period of absence from friends justly 
endeared to their hearts. 

Letters are the very fountain of trade, the food 
of love, the pleasure of friendship, the enjoyment of 
the politician, and the general entertainment of all 
mankind; as, without their pleasing medium, we 
should find ourselves miserably curtailed in every 
comfort and amusement ; because, next to speaking 
to those we love, an epistolary correspondence with 
them, is the greatest blessing we can possibly enjoy. 



As letter writing ia oi iCiaa ^«X \xss^t\»siR»i> 
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THE branch of composition which is the most con- 
stantly called into use ; the chief part of the follow- 
ing work (containing letters on business, and Mend- 
ship,) was originally prepared for the use of my own 
pupils. In order to advance the utility of the work, 
a variety of interesting letters on other subjects, is 
added. 

An earnest desire to assist young persons in their 
attempts to acquire an accomplishment so extremely 
useful, was the only motive which prompted its 
publication. 

How far the intention may have been judiciously 
or successfully executed, must be left to a candid 
public to determine. 



SowERBT, Septeuber, 1848. 
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NECESSAEY DIRECTIONS 



POB 



LETTER. WKITING. 



Writers of letters on business or trade should nerer 
for a mcmient lose sight of the subject under discus- 
sion : ^ey should be worded as briefly as may be 
consistent with the sulject they are writing on. In 
hort, a good writer whatever may be his subject, 
will nerer f<»rget that a comprehensiTe idea of it, 
given in condsebut forcible language, is tha most cer- 
tain method of ensuring approbation. 

Belatives, in their correspondence, must always 
consider their own characters. Thxis a father, when 
writing to his son, will preserve his superiority by a 
gentle degree of authority ; and a son will never lose 
sight of the manner in which he can best express his 
of filial duty. In Mendship the heart will ex- 
its sentiments with an honest and confident 
freedom. It will bestow its applause with pleasing 
sincerityi and censure with modest reluctance. 

In letter-writing, however, the grand aim should 
be, to write exactly in the same manner in-wVsisJft.^^ 
should converse with perroiis to ^\iom^^«t^^w^5&Bst^ 
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were they present; if we do so, we shall seldom 
[J fail to write well. 

A strict attention to the preceding directions will 
soon conyince the learner that he has not wasted his 
time in a fruitless pursuit. Indeed, by devoting our- 
selves seriously to the study of any art, we may 
' ultimately surmount every difficulty. Every writer 

) shotdd cautiously avoid affectation, his style should 

be clear, his sentiments judicious, and his language 
plain, yet sensible and elegant ; by which means, his 
letters will always give pleasure, and be intelligible 
, to every capacity. 

j Consideration in all matters of business is absolute- 

ly necessary, and before any letter of importance is 
written, some time should be devoted to this requi- 
site point, by attending to which, much serious trouble 
and mischief may be avoided, while the end proposed 

I "wnii pprf oini V be facilitated* 
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LETTERS ON BUSINESS. 



The suooeswr of n tradesman^ rtHting from 
iusmeiSy (o a wholesale dealer in Zotidan. 

Sir, Thirek, March 9ih, 1 84g. 

Having arranged with my friend, Mr 
Henry, wlio is retiring from business, to take 
the whole of the concern off his hands, I pro- 
pose continuing the same npon the plan he 
has for many yeats sncoessfriUy pursued, and 
which has been crowned with so happy a 
result. 

Should it be agreeable in all respects, to 
serve me upon the same tenns you have been 
accustomed to supply him, you will oblige me 
by executing the enclosed order as early as 

possible* 
Mr Henry writes to you by the ^■wjsr -^'csj?}^ 

A 
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J and I doubt not but his letter will afford yo 
^very satisfaction, as to the integrity of hi 
successor, 

Who is, 
Sir, 
your obedient, humble servant, 

Thomas Hill. 



Answer, 
Sir, London^ March 10/A, 1848. 

I received yours of yesterday's date, 
and am happy to hear of my friend, Mr Henry, 
retiring from business, and feel assured that 
by your pursuing the saihe respectable and 
steady course which he has, an equally suc- 
cessful result must await you. 

I felt much pleasure and satisfaction in 
executing your order, after the honourable 
testimony which he has borne towards you. 

The goods may be expected by you at the 
latter end of the week, by the train. Trusting 
that they will give you entire satisfaction, and 
that I shall continue to be favoured with your 
orders in the usual way, 
I remain, sir, 

your very obedient ser\*ant, 

Benjamin Attley. 
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The successor of a deceased tradesman to a 

wholesale dealer in London, 
Sir, York, March 11 thy 1848. 

In consequence of the unexpected death 
of Mr. Jo^e8, 1 have made an arrangement with 
his widow to take the business and remaining 
stock in trade off her hands ; and being well 
aware of the upright manner in which you 
served my late worthy friend, I shall if agree« 
able continue his connexion with you. 

You will oblige me by forwarding the enclos- 
ed order immediately. Herewith you will 
receive a cheque for the amount, it being my 
intention to pay for all my goods when ordered, 
expecting of coun^e, the usual discoiint will be 
allowed. 

Upon receiving a statement of my late 
friend's account with you, an immediate settle- 
ment of the same shall be made. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
Mr, Smith, J. W. Johnson. 

. I%e merchanfs answer. 
Sir, London, March IIM, 1848. 

Information had reached me of the 
decease of my old friend, previously to the 
receipt of your obliging lettet% '^^V.'V.^ssssssisiv. 

2a 



but rejoice that his business has fallen to the 
lot of so able a successor. 

I must also acknowledge my obligation for 
your very kind order, which I have this day 
forwarded to you, in ten bales, marked H. by 
the Mary, of this port, William Snaith, master. 
You will peiQcive by the invoice, that I have 
allowed the usual discount for ready money ; 
find you may be assured, that I shall serve you 
with the greatest punctuality and honour. 

The late Mr. H's account shall hh made out 
and transmitted to you, agreeably to your 
request, though the amount due to me is a 
mere trifle. 

Hoping a continuance of your favours, 
I am, sir. 
Your obliged, humble servant. 

fVom a young man commencing husinessy offwr^-^^ 

ing correspondence. 
Gentlemen, York, March 13/A, 1$48^ 

Having commenced business on my 
own account, and being well acquainted with, 
your honourable treatment of my late master> 
in expectation of receiving the same, I offer 
you my correspondence, which, if it be agree- 
ablO; you will signify the same by sending goods 



as per order immediately, the money for which 
I have herewith inclosed. In future, I shall 
expect the usual trade credit, referring you for 
my respectability to Messrs. Jones and Robin- 
son ; assuring you, at the feame time, of the 
greatest punctuality on my part. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
Messrs Philips and Court John Hill. 

f The order to follow here. J 

The anstoer. 
Sir, London^ March 16/A, 1848. 

We have to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, and are greatly obliged by the 
preference given to our house. 

The order you &voured us with was this 
day sent off by the York steamer, in nioe cases, 
with this mark X, which we hope will reach 
you in safety. You may rely upon the articles 
being of the first quality. We beg leave to 
observe that your late master has sent us 
a most excellent description of your general 
conduct, and to assure you that we do not 
entertain the smallest doubt of your punctual- 
ity in making us due returns. 

We have also the pleaaxix^ oi x^Xxstoscl'^'^^^ 

Ad 



herewith the sum of £ , being the usual 

discount allowed on the amount of your order, 
for ready money. Wishing you every degree 
of reasonable success, we are, sir, 

Your most obliged servants. 



From a wholesale dealer to his correspondent^ 

requiring payment. 
Sir, London^ March 18/A, 1848. 

A severe temporary pressure for cash, 
compels mc to solicit the settlement of the 
small account existing between us. 

I must entreat you not to attribute this 
application to any other motive than necessity, 
which I will fully explain when I have the 
pleasure of seeing you. I must also desire 
that you will not place yourself under any 
inconvenience to send the whole amount, as a 
part of the sum due will be sufficient, and 
much serve, 

Sir, yours truly, 
Mr BeU. Henry WiUis. 

Answer. 

Dear sir, Hertford^ March 2\st^ 1848. 

I am truly sorry to hear of the pressure 

of your circumstances, and rejoice that it is in 

my power, without the sttialleist inconvenience. 



to send you Uie whole amount of your bill. 
I have also sent herewith a cheque for £— 
on my banker, for which you will return me 
goods as per order enclosed. Trusting you 
will speedily surmount your present difficulty. 

I am, 

dear sir, 
Yours very truly, 

Thomas Bell. 
Mr WUKi. 

Annoer m the negative. 
Sir, Hertford, March 2Uty 1848. 

I am sorry to hear of your temporary 
distress, and lament that it is not in my power 
to comply with your demand : but I will remit 
the amount of your account as soon as I can 
call in soma bills due to me. 

I am, sir. 

Yours &c., 

Thomas Bell. 
Mr Waiie. 

Atwther, 

Sir, Hertford, March 2Ut, 1848. 

I am truly sorry it is not in my power 

to comply with your request at present. I am 

in expectation of a remittance, in the early part 

▲4 
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of next week, when you may rely upon an 
immediate attention being paid to your wishes. 

I am, sir. 

Yours &c., 
Joseph Banks. 

From a tradesman in distress^ to his principal 

creditor^ requesting time /or payment. 
Sir, Thirsky March 23rd, 1848. 

Unexp3cted circumstances compel me 
to solicit from you a period of twelve months 
for the payment of my account, it being im- 
possible for me, to liquidate your demands at 
present, which is principally owing to the fail- 
ure of several of my country customers, and 
some severe family afflictions. 

I am confident you have known me suffici- 
ently long to be convinced of my probity ; and 
I doubt not but that you, as my principal 
creditor, will interest yourself to procure me 
the same time firom the other merchants, with 
whom I correspond. And you may be assured 
that at the appointed period every demand 
shall be honourably discharged. 
I am sir. 

Your very humble servant, 

Robert Oliver. 
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Another, 
Sir, nirsk, March 24/A, 1848. 

Owing to several heavy losses which I 
have experienced through the failure of some 
of my country customers, and heavy expenses 
arising from severe domestic afflictions, I am 
compelled to solicit time, to enable me to meet 
the various demands which will shortly be 
made upon me. I trust that the tmiform 
punctuality with which I have liquidated my 
accounts, and the integrity of my character, 
will be of some weight in disposing you to a 
compliance. I have also to solicit that you, 
sir, being my principal creditor, will aid me in 
endeavouring to obtain the like favour from 
the rest of my correspondents. 

The shortest period I can name for the pay- 
ment of my debts, will be twelve months ; at 
the conclusion of which time, I have not the 
smallest hesitation in saying, that every demand 
on me, shall be faithfully discharged, should I 
be favoured with the lenity required. 
I remain. 
Sir, 
Your obedient, humble servant, 

James StriDg<er. 
3£r Simon Stotf, 
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Answer, 
Bear sir, Yorkf March 27//*, 1848. 

I am sorry to hear of your distresses, 
and can assure you that it gives me pleasure, 
by a compliance with your request, to convince 
you how greatly I respect your character, and 
how much I wish to serve you. 

I have waited upon your other creditors, 
and they, together with myself, agree to allow 
you eighteen months for the settlement of your 
account, and in the interim to supply you with 
goods as usual. 

I am, dear sir, with sincere wishes for your 
prosperity. 

Yours, very faithfully. 



Another answer. 
Sir, York, March 27th, 1848. 

Having called a meeting of your cred- 
itors, I am extremely hurt to say, they have 
determined upon granting no additional time 
for the liquidation of their demands; and I am 
directed by them to inform you, that unless 
the money is paid, within twenty-one days, a 
fiat of bankruptcy will be issued against you. 

I am, sir, yours, &c , 

Thomas Foster. 
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From a merchant at Madeira^ to one in London, 

directing an exchange of goods. 
Sir, Madeira, March 3Ut, 1848. 

I hereby send this letter of advice to 
sayi that on the 20th of March, I shipped on 
board the '* Jane," Captain Snaith, ten pipes 
of Madeira, marked X, which you will be good 
■enough to dispose of; and with the produce, 
after deducting the proper commission for your 
trouble, purchase such goods as you may ima- 
^e will be most likely to find a good market 
here, (observing also to complete the enclosed 
order.) These you will be good enough to 
«hip by the first vessel irom London to this port. 
Not doubting but you will secure the best 
and cheapest articles you can procure of British 
manufacture. 

I am, sir, 

Your humble servant. 
Answer. 
Sir, London, April 1st, 1848. 

I received yours in due time, ten pipes 
of wine marked X, were safely lodged in the 
Custom House : I lost no time in advertising 
-them for sale, in consequence of which I dis- 
posed of them for £— • This sum agreeably to 
your commands, I have laid out ^q ^^\^^\. 
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advantage ; and yesterday I shipped on board 
the " Adrian,'' Captain ^Vhite, seven bales for 
you mariLed lOI, which I hope yon will receive 
in|good order, and find them to be such as you 
desire to have. 

I am, cir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

Henry Willis. 
Mr Bett. 

From a country tradesman^ amtaining an order 

for goods. 
Gentlemen, Thirak^ AprU Srd, 1848. 

I will thank you immediately to send 
me the goods, as per order inclosed. 

I must here remark, that in your completion 
of my order several of the articles, especially 
the paper, was of an inferior quality. You 
will be careful to avoid this error in future. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant. 
fThe order to foUovo here.) 

Anew&r. 
Sir, London^ April ith, 1 848. 

We have this day completed, and sent 
off by the waggon, your obliging order. 
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We are greatly concerned at your complaint 
of some of our goods last received. It ,must 
have originated in an error of our packer ; but 
on your returning them, we will credit you to 
the full amoimt. 

Hoping to be favoured with your future 
orders. 

We are, sir, 

Yours truly. 



Ram a country bookseller, to one in London, 
Sir, York, April eth, 1848. 

Herewith you will receive your cata- 
logue, which I have perused, and marked such 
works as I have selected with my initials. 
. You will therefore oblige me by packing those 
selected, and sending them, as early as pos- 
sible, by Jones's waggon, from the Star Inn; 
and place the same to my accoimt at the usual 
credit. 

I am, sir, 

Yours &c. 
Answer. 
Sir, London, April 8/A, 1848. 

I received yours of the 6th instant, and 
have put up the works according to your 
selection, with the exception oi Tix, T^q\^^ 
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"Works, which are out of print ; a sccc 
edition of this work will be out in a few da 
when you may depend upon their being imi 
diately forwarded to yoiu 

I have drawn a bill on you for the amou 
which you will have the goodness to ace 
and return by post. 

I am, sir, 

Your obliged servant, 
Francis Coat 
Mr a Heath. 



Application for the character of a servant 
Sir, Sowerhyy April lOth, 18 

A young man of the name of Cu 
having applied to me to fill the situation 
butler in my establishment, and having refer 
me to you with respect to his capability e 
character, I shall feel obliged by your transir 
ting the necessary particulars, with regard 
him, as early as possible, as I am desirous 
being immediately suited. Requesting you 
accept my apology for the trouble I have gi^ 
you, 

I remdn, sir, 

Your obliged servant, 

William Morg( 



15 



A?isw€r, 
Sir, Yorl:, April 1 1 /A, 1 84 8 . 

In answer to your letter, I beg leave 
to state that lliomas Curry was in my service, 
as butler, for the space of six years ; during 
the whole of which time, I had every reason 
to be satisfied with his conduct, and believe 
you will find him a confidential domestic. 

He was discharged from my service at his 
own request. 

I h'xve the honour to be, sir. 

Your very obedient servant, 

John Fawcitt. 



Another afisucr. 
Sir, YorJc, April 1 1 /A, 1 84 8. 

I can by no means recommend you to 
e-nploy Thomas Curry, whose character you 
desire to be informed of. 

He "was discharged from my service from 
strong presumptive evidence of dishonesty, and 
continual intoxication. He is also in general 
extremely impertinent. 

I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

William Morgan. 
/. Marshall, 
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Requesting a loan of money. 
Sir, Tuesday, morning. 

Having been disappointed of a consid- 
erable remittance from the country, I feel my- 
self particularly pressed for a small supply of 
cash, having to take up a bill of a large amount 
due this day ; I have therefore to request you 
will have the kindness to oblige me with the 
loan of one hundred pounds for ten days, when 

it shall be punctually returned. 
I am sir, 

Yours, yery respectfully, 

John Parker. 

Mr. J, Marshall, 



Answer, 
Dear Sir, Tuesday evening. 

You are sufficiently convinced of my 
friendship to be aware how anxious I am at 
all times to serve you. Enclosed you will 
find a cheque upon my bankers for one hun- 
dred pounds, which you need not be anxious 
to repay under three months. 
I am, dear sir, 

Your sincere friend, 

William Morgan. 
/. Marshall, Esq, 
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Another answer. 
Sir, Tuesday evening. 

Being placed in mnch the same situa- 
tion as yourself, I can only obterve with truth, 
that I sympathize with you on the unpleasant 
drcumstance, besides the regret I experience 
ill not baring the opportunity of serving my 
friend, which you must be assured I would at 
all times cheerfully embrace. 

I am, sir, 
Your sincere friend and well wisher, 

William Morgan. 
Mr, John Smith. 

Demanding an immediate payment of a sum 

of money. 
Sir, London^ April 15/A, 1848. 

A severe pressure in pecuniary matters^. 
compels me to address you in a manner which 
may not perhaps be pleasing. 

The sum you are indebted to me, ought in 
justice to have been paid six months since, 
from which period you have constantly trifled 
with me, by offering trivial excuses. 

You must be aware, that I cannot possibly 
carry on my business, and pay my creditors 
punctually^ unless regulai reluni^ «x^ \sAii^\^ 
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me ; and I have only to add, that unless y 
send me a remittance, I must (however relu 
tantly I may do it) pursue other means for tl 
recovery of my due. 

I shall conclude sir, by recommending you 
if you are anxious to prosper in trade, to be 
diligent in your business, and above all things^ 
to be punctual in the payment of your bills* 

I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant 

Sir, London, April 16/A, 184d. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, and confess that you have some 
reason to be displeased at my inattention : yet, 
sir, I can assure you that unavoidable circuon-* 
stances (on my part) have alone prevented m^ 
from discharging your bill. 

The fact is, 1 could not collect the money 
due from the little shopkeepers whom I supply,, 
and to whom I am compelled to give long credit. 

I have now however received some bills, in 
consequence of which you will find enclosed an 
order on my agent (payable at sight) for £74^ 
being the fuU amount of your demand. 

And in the course of next week, you shall 
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ireceive an order from me for an extensive as* 
sortment of goods. ' 

I am, sir, 

Your humble servant, 
Hr J, Marshall William Morgan. 



Another answer^ 
Sir, London^ April 15M, 184B. 

Unavoidable circumstances prevent me 
from immediately complying with your de- 
mand; I can assure you I have used every 
exertion in my power to send you a remittance, 
but without success; I have no doubt but I 
Bhidl be enabled to do so next week, and to 
effect a final settlement within two months 
ttoxa the present time. Trusting you will not 
put me to the expense and inconyenience 
attendant on harsh measures. 

I remain, sir. 

Yours &c., 
Mr J. Marshall, William Morgan. 



Complaint of delay in the execution of an order* 
Gentlemen, Thirsky April 11 thy 1848. 

The order I sent you on the 4th instant, 
has not yet been forwarded ; I must remark 
that it is not the first time th&t I Viv^^ \>%^xx 

B 
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inconvenienced by your delay, and unless you 
are more punctual in future, I shall be under 
the necessity of opening an account with 
another firm. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Yours, &c., 
Messrs Sandford^ and Co, Jos. Sharp. 



Answer. 
Sir, London, April 18/A, 1848. 

We have to apologise for our seeming 
inattention, but being out of some of the articles 
necessary to complete your order, we thought 
it would be better to wait till we could send 
the whole, which we have this day done, per 
the fly waggon. The strictest punctuality shall 
be in future attended to. 
We are, sir, 

Your obliged servants, 
Mr Sharp. J. Sandford, & Co 



Requesting time for the payment of money. 
Sir, Ripon, April 2\st^ 1848. 

Circumstances having put it totally 
out 6i my power to settle your account, has, 
I can assure you, caused me much inquietude ; 
the failure of the — .^-. Bank, and long sick- 
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nesB in my family, haye combined in a temporary 
pressure upon me, I have therefore to request 
you will accommodate me with six weeks for the 
settlement of your demand. From our long 
intercourse, I have no doubt of your compliance. 

I am, dear sir, 

Yours truly. 

Armoer, 
D^ar sir, London, May 1«/, 1848. 

Before the receipt of yours of the 17th 
inst, I was in possession of the particulars 
which have caused a temporary embarrassment 
in your affairs, and cannot but sympathize 
with you on account of your loss, and especially 
in your domestic afflictions. I have not been 
the least apprehensive respecting your account 
and beg you will take your o^vn time for its 
discharge. Hoping to receive your orders as 
usual. 

, I remain, sir. 

Yours very sincerely. 

Another answer. 
Dear sir, London, May Ut, 1848. 

I am sorry my circimistances will not 
permit of my complying with your request ; 

b2 
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for being urgently pressed for cash myself, I 
must be under the painful necessity of repeat- 
ing it. 

I am, sir, 

Yours &c., 
Mr Simpson. Thomas Parker. 



From a Journeyman to a gentleman^ requesting 

pecuniary assistance. 
Respected sir, Easingwold^ May 2ndy 1 848. 
Your general character for humanity 
towards the distressed has alone induced me 
to make this application, nor should I have 
had the presumption to do so now, would not 
my character for industry and honesty bear 
the strictest investigation ; for which purpose 
honoured sir, I am permitted to give you a 
reference to the following gentlemen: Mr. 
Thomas BeU and Mr. Robert Watson. 

My late employer died last Tuesday, and 
his executors have made me an offer of the 
business at an easy rate, by which I should be 
enabled to support my family with comfort, 
and perhaps, in time, accumulate money ; but, 
sir, I have not sufficient for this purpose by 
£50. Thus pressed, sir, and unwilling to lose 
the flattering chance thus presented to ine) I 
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have taken the liberty to solicit your assistance. 

Be assured, sir, your money shall be safe, 
and repaid you in the course of twelve months, 
till which period, I will, if you please, give you 
a judgment bond on the stock in trade. 

I trust, sir, you will pardon the liberty I have 
thus unwarrantably taken, and which noth- 
ing but your well-known philanthropy could 
excuse. 

I am, sir, 

with the highest respect. 

Your very humble servant, 
Henry Tilhy Esq, John Best. 



Answev. 
Sir, ThirsJz, May 8rd, 1 848. 

In acknowledgment of your letter, I 
must observe, that from the reports I have 
heard in your favour, I have not the smallest 
objection to accommodate you with the sum 
of £50, without interest, for three years ; 
with the help of which, I have no doubt but 
you will prove successful. In short, there 
will be no fear of it, if you continue to be 
equally honest and industrious as you have 
hitherto been. 

You may rely upon my interest with my 
b3 



24 



friends for them to employ you : and if you 
will call on me at an early hour to-morrow- 
morning, I will have the money ready for your 
use. 

I am, sir, 

Yours sincerely, 
Mr Price, Henry Tifls. 



Another, 
Honoured sir, Bedale^ May 4th, 1848. 

An opportunity having now presented 
itself, by the decease of my late master, of 
laying a permanent foundation for my future 
prospects in life, I have ventured to address 
you on the subject, having every reason to 
believe, from the sentiments you have hitherto 
expressed concerning my welfare, that your 
kind assistance will not be withheld upon pres- 
ent circumstances. Messrs. Wilson and Parker, 
the executors of my late master, have offered 
me the business and stock in trade, and lease 
of the premises, for the sum of £150, which 
sum is really trifling, when compared with the 
prospect and advantages which I am confident 
must attend the closing upon such an offer. 
My industry and frugality have secured to me 
two-thirds of the above sum ; and, pardon me^ 
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sir, when I state that I have sanguine hopes 
that upon consideration, you will not allow 
such an opportunity to pass away, by withhold- 
ing your assistance, at this critical juncture, 
since it is by no means probable that such a 
prospect will ever again offer, for the security 
of my future welfare and happiness. Earn- 
estly soliciting your generous attention to my 
request. 

I remain, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
Mr /. Hohinson. John Taylor. 



Answer. 
My young friend, York, May 6th, 1848. 

I have taken your letter into considera- 
tion, and must agree wuth you that such an 
opportunity seldom offers, to a young man 
pesirous of establishing himself, on such a 
basis and upon such terms. There is one 
statement in your letter, which not only indu- 
ced me to afford the matter due consideration, 
but weighed much with me in coming to a 
conclusion, which is, that you had been so 
considerate and frugal as to be already possess- 
ed of two thirds of the sum required, and 
trusting that an advancement of your station 
b4 
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in life will rather add to than diminish your 
precaution for future contingencies, I shall feel 
much pleasure in complying with your request; 
allowing at the same time three years for the 
liquidation of the loan, without interest. You 
can call upon me next Thursday, when the sum 
you request shall be ready for you ; at the same 
time, you can place the lease under my care. 
I am, sir, 
Your sincere friend, and well wisher, 
Mr Taylor. J. Robinson. 



Requesting a favour. 
My dear sir, Thirsk, May Sth, 1848, 

1 shall feel myself particularly obliged, 
if you will have the kindness to call on Mr 
Jackson, Druggist, No. 7, Comhill, and pay 
him, on my account, the money sent herewith, 
£10, observing to take his receipt in full of all 
demands for the same. 

I am sorry to give you so much trouble, but 
when an opportunity offers, shall be happy to 
be of service to you. 
I am, dear sir, 

Your obliged humble servant, 

Thomas King. 
Mr RatoUna. 
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Answer. 

Deoi sir, Zondtm, May lOlh, 184ft. 

I duly received yours, and can assure 

yon that I shall always be happy to transact 

■ pny business for you. Agreeably to your 

dlrectionn, I paid the £10 to Mr Jackson, and 

^id have inclosed you his receipt for the same. 

\yith best wiaiies to yourself and family, 

I am, dear sir. 

Yours truly, 
Mr King. James Rawlins. 

Soliciilng employment. 
jSir, Suwtrby, May 12th, 1848. 

Being informed that you want a steady 
person to fill the sitiialjon of clerk, I beg per- 
mission to make you a tender of my services. 
,1 can have an unexceptionfible character for 
propriety of conduct and abilities. In addition 
fit which, I can give any security you may 
please to require. 

The fuvour of an early answer is tequested,, 
when, if agreeable, I will do myself 1^ honour 
pf wiuting upon you. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

YouTB very respectfully, 
JR. TFikon, EMf. John Fox.. 
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j^nstver. 
Sir, Yor/:, May 13/A, 1848. 

In reply to your letter, I have to state, 
provided you can give me the reference you 
mention, and security to the amount of £500, 
I shall be hai>py to engage you as a clerk. 

Expecting to see you at my house to-morrow 
morning, at eleven o'clock. 

I am, sir, yours, &c., 

Kobert Wilson.. 
Mr J, Fox, 



From a young tradesman, in reply to an unex- 

pected demand /or money. 
Sir, London, May ISlh, 1848. 

I am much surprised at the unexpected 
demand you have made upon me, especially as 
I am unconscious that any transaction on my 
part can have tended to impair your confidence 
in my integrity ; I must observe, that it in, at 
present, wholly out of my power to comply, 
and in consequence of my arrangements, have 
little prospect of so doing until the usual limit 
of credit expires. 

I am, sir, yours, &c., 

T. Newman- 
3Ir Smith, 
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Frwn a tenant to Ai« landlord^ requesting time 

Jot the payment of his rent. 
Sir, Sutton, May 20M, 1848. 

I am sorry that necessity compels mc 
to request that you will favour me with one 
month beyond the usual time on which the 
payment of my rent is due, at which time I 
shall be able to settle the whole. 

Trusting that my conduct during the period 
wluch I have been your tenant, will induce you 
to comply with the request. 
I am, sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

John Jackson. 
O* Manners, Esq. 



Answer. 
Sir, London, May 23rd, 1848. 

Never having hitherto experienced any 
delay in your payment, it would be unconscion- 
able in me not to accede to your request. 
Trusting you will not labour under any incon- 
venience, at the time stated, 
I am, sir. 

Yours truly, 

George Manners. 
Mr Jackson, 
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Another answer. 
Sir, Londmi, May 2Srd, 1848. 

I cannot help informing you, that it 
would be with much reluctance, should I grant 
you one day beyond the usual time that I 
receive my rent, having had repeated applica- 
tions of this nature from you, and for which I 
never discovered any satisfactory reason ; I 
therefore expect you will be prepared at the 
proper time, or the consequence may prove 
very disagreeable. 

I am, sir, yours, &c., 

George Jones. 



From an insolvent tradesman to his principal 

creditor. 
Sir, June 1st, 1848. 

Circumstances have reduced me to the 
unavoidable necessity of stating to you that I 
am unable to meet the demand of my creditors. 
Bad debts have, chiefly, conduced to place me 
in a state of insolvency; you will therefore 
take the necessary steps, in conjunction with 
the rest of my creditors, to appoint assignees 
for the due distribution of the property of which 
I am at present possessed. Permit me, sir, to 
observe that I shall be happy to meet the most 
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rigorous inTestigation into my affairs, feeling 
confident that my books will disclose the 
utmoet integrity and frugality on my part; 
andy ultimately, dispose my creditors to a 
faTonrable consideration for the future pros- 
pects of myself and numerous family. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 

William Noble. 

Answer, 
Sir, June 2ndy 1848. 

Your letter duly reached me; I am 
sincerely sorry to learn the unpleasant situation 
in which you are involved, and am anxious to 
extricate you from it. 

Upon making your statement known to 

your other creditors, they have agreed with 

me to allow you a period of four years, for the 

payment of your present debts, provided your 

books are as you state, (of which I have no 

doubt.) A person properly authorized, will 

be sent immediately to examine them, and on 

his return, every thing shall be carefully 

arranged, with a view to the promotion of 

your comfort and prosperity. 

I am, dear sir, yours sincerely, 

James Waters. 
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From a young tradesman to a tvholesale dealer^ 
requesting him to postpone the payment of a hiU, 
Sir, June Srd, 184S. 

The promissory note you hold of mine 
will become due on Monday next ; but I am 
sorry to state, that I shall not be able to make 
the necessary payment till ten days after; I 
trust, therefore, you will not present it till 
then, it shall be punctually honoured. If 
required, I will give you security to the 
amount. In expectation of your answer. 
I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant. 

Thomas Peters. 



^4jnswer, 
Sir, June Srd, 184»; 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, and shall comply with your request: 
but suffer me, as a friend, to advise you never 
again to give a note, unless you are certain of 
paying it when due ; as, in some hands, it 
might be productive of unpleasant consequences. 
I require no other security than your honour. 
I am, sir, 

Your well wisher. 

George Oldham. 
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Another answer. 
Sir, June 3r(f,1848. 

Having paid the note away previously to 
the receipt of your letter, I do not possess the 
power of complying with your request. You 
must therefore prepare to take it up when 
due, or your character 'svill suffer. 

I am> sir, 

Yours &c. 



Prom a farmery requesting time for the pay- 
ment of Jits rent. 
Sir, June 5thy 1848. 

Owing to a general failure of my crops, 
and a great mortality amongst my cattle, I am 
compelled to solicit time for the payment of 
my rent; and as the winter is now approaching, 
I fear^^it will not be in my power to make any 
payment till the commencement of the spring 
quarter. As you must be well aware that my 
inability to settle vnth you originated from the 
very bad season which we have experienced, 
and as you have omiformly found me punctual 
in the discharge of my rent, I have every reason 
to hope you will afford me the lenity I require. 
I am, su:, 

Your most obedient servant. 
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Anstver, 
Dear sir, June 5ih, 1848. 

I trust no person will tax me witli 
being a severe landlord to those worthy men 
from whose industrious exertions I derive my 
income. Pray make yourself perfectly easy 
respecting the rent due to me, as I am con* 
scious that you will pay me as eoon as you 
have the power. 

If £20 will serve you, I have given my 
steward directions to accommodate you with 
the loan of it for three years, at common 
interest. 

Trusting that you will surmount your present 
difficulties. 

I am, sir, your sincere friend, 

Charles Thompson. 

Another answer. 
Sir, June lOth, 1848. 

I am sorry that I cannot comply with 
your request ; were I to do so in one instance, 
I should be obliged to do it in every case. I 
must therefore request that the money due to 
me for rent, be immediately paid into the 
hands of my steward. 

I am sir, yours &c. 



--^ 
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From a tradesman in the country to a friend in 

toum, requesting a favour. 
Dear sir, August 12M, 1848. 

From the friendship that subsists be- 
tween us, I am induced to request, that you 
will be kind enough to purchase and forward 
me the articles, of which I have sent a list 
herewith, as also a cheque for the amount. 
Should it be in my power to return the obli- 
gation, by transacting any business for you in 
the country, I beg you will give me your direc- 
tions, which shall be executed with pleasure. 
I am, dear sir, yours faithfully. 



Answer, 
Dear sir, August 11th, 1848. 

I have this morning, sent off the vari- 
ous articles you desired me to forward. I can 
assure you that I purchased them at the 
. cheapest market, and I doubt not but you 
will approve of their quality. 

At present you cannot do any thing for me 
in the country, but in a month I shall have a 
little business, when I shall accept the obliging 
offer. 

I am, dear sir, yours, most truly, 

Samuel Thomas. 
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Lktter 6/ recammentkUum, 
Sir, August 2lst, 1848. 

The bearer (Joseph Turner) having re- 
quested from me a letter of reconimendationy 
I beg leave to state that through the period of 
six years, in which he was in my service, he 
uniformly conducted himself in a manner that 
met my unqualified approbation ; and have no 
douft)t, should you engage him in your service, 
he will be found a great acquisition, and mmt 

your esteem. 

I amj sir. 

Yours ir^spectfuUy, 

Another. 
Sir, August 24kth, 1848. 

I feel much satisfaction in recommend- 
ing the bearer (John Scott) to your notice, as 
a young man fully qualified to undertake the 
department of butler in your service, having 
had several years' experience of his ability and 
d^ortment, and feel satisfied that the utmost 
confidence inay be placed ifi his* hoiies^^ and 
integrity. 

I am, sir, 

Yours &c<, 

Henry Moore. 
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From a young man toishinj to commence buai- 

ness, to a rich relative. 
My dear sir, Jwne 29/A, 1 8 — . 

Having served my time to Mr. Sclby, 
the mercer, I am anxious to commence busi- 
ness upon my own account, but this will be 
utterly impracticable, imless you will conde- 
scend to afford me your assistance, which I 
am induced to hope you will, from the circum- 
stance of your frequent approbation of my 
conduct while an apprentice, and the whole 
tenor of your conduct towards me. 

You are aware, honoured sir, of my circum- 
stances ; consequently must know that I am 
not possessed of more than £200. in the world 
«nd that I have no friend able to assist me, 
with the exception of yourself. 

An opportunity now offers for me to com- 
mence business, with every prospect of success. 
Mr. Jones, a late eminent draper in this town, 
being deceased, the whole of his business, L^- 
cluding the stock in trade, is to be disposed of 
by private contract, on Tuesday next, by his 
executors, of whom I have made proper inquir- 
ies, and find the sum required will amount to 
£700. 

Having made this atatemtiuV., \ 'Sbw^ 'Ccl'^ 
c 
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whole to your kind consideration, assuring 
you, sir, at the same time, that whatever may 
be your determination on the subject, it will 
not lessen either my love or respect. 
I am, dear sir. 

Yours affectionately, 

George Wallis. 



C Davis, Esq, 



Answer. 
Pear George, Jtdy Srd, 18^ — . 

I received your letter,^ and hasten to 
reply to it. I am happy that you are sensible 
of my affections for you, which nothing but 
your own bad conduct shall ever diminish. 

I am of an opinion that the prospect which 
now opens to your notice, ought not to be 
neglected, a circumstance so favourable rarely 
occurring : I have therefore resolved to give 
you a marked testimony of my affection to- 
wards you, by advancing you £1000. This 
sum I freely present you with. I doubt not, 
when added to your own little fortune, it will 
procure you a comfortable support, and with 
careful industry, it may, perhaps, in time en- 
able you to save, as I have done before you, 
without half your prospects, a fortune. 
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Wishing you all possible success, and trust- 
ing that you will ever confide in me, 

I am, dear George, 

Your sincere friend, 

Charles Davis. 
Mr, JFallis. 

From a young tradesman in distress^ to an old 

one in prosperity ^ requesting his advice. 
Sir, July 3n?, 18 — . 

A number of bad debts has reduced 
me to great distress, from which, I fear, I shall 
not be able to extricate myself. 

This induces me to make an application for 
your advice, confident, should any alternative 
remain to me, except that of bankruptcy, that 
your long experience can point it out, which, 
froni the friendly interest you have avowed, I 
^^ve no doubt but you will do. 

I find it impossible to make the necessary 
returns to the wholesale dealers, (especially to 
yourself,) yet I am happy to say my heart 
acquits m^ of having wasted one penny ; and 
my books will proye, that when it can be 
received there will be an ample sufficiency to 
liquidate every demand. 

This is a correct statement of my case ; and 
c2 
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I hope^ dear sir, to hear from you immediately^ 
assuring you, at the same time^ whatever you 
can recommend shall be pimctually attended to. 
I am dear sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

John Knight» 
Mr, Harper, 

Answer, 
Dear sir, Jtdy Sthy l8 — . 

I am sorry to hear of your unpleasant 
situation, but I see no reason for despondency^ 
especially as your debts can be more than 
liquidated by the sums due to you, and which 
doubtless will be paid in due time. 

Be therefore easy on this accoimt, as being 
your principal creditor myself, I will arrange 
matters with youlf Othdt creditors. 

The only advice I can offer you is, in futurd 
to be very careful what credit you give, till 
your circumstances are sufficiently prosperous 
to enable you to lay out large sums of money 
for a considerable time, when you may safely 
venture to extend your trade by giving long 
credit. 

If you can conveniently sup with me this 
evening, after your shop is shut, I shall bei 
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happy to see you, as we can then enter more 
fully into the business. 
I am, sir. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mr Knight. Charles Harper. 



From a gentleman to his rent collector. 

Sir, July 10/A, 18 — . 

If you can conveniently call here to- 
morrow, with the account book, and all the 

information you have been able to collect, I 
shall be at home, and ready to attend to bus« 
iness by ten o'clock. 

If you cannot come to-morrow at this time, 
be so good as to send a line by the two-penny 
post. 

Yours &c., 
Mr Watson. John Clarke. 



An offer of correspondence. 
Sir, Deal^ July 13^A, 18 — . 

Understanding that the terms upon 
which you transact business with your country 
correspondents are very liberal, I am induced 
to propose opening an accoimt with your house, 
which I have ^very reason to expect will turn 
out to our mutual advantage. I have heo-xv 
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established in an extensive line, in this city, 
for several years, and beg leave to refer you to 
Messrs. Gore and Cook, Wood-street, London, 
for every satisfaction upon tbe proposed engage- 
ment. I shall expect to be promptly supplied 
with euch articles as I may require at the 
cheapest rate, and of the best quality ; in 
return for which my remittance will always 
be punctual. 

Should this proposal meet with your 
concurrence, you will execute and forward the 
enclosed, order as early as possible. 



la 



Your obedient servant. 



Amteer. 
Sir, London, Juli/ ISih, 18 — . 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of 
your obliging letter, and to inform you, that 
being perfectly satisfied as to character, your 
order will be immediately completed. 

You may rest assured that you shall receive 
the most honourable treatment : that your 
goods shall be of the first quality, and at the 
cheapest possible rate. 
I am, sir. 

Your obliged, humble servant. 
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From a master, dissatisfied with his clerk. 
Mr Waverley» July 20th, 18—. 

Notwithstanding my repeated remon- 
strances to you, respecting the general impro- 
priety of your conduct, I am sorry to perceive 
that they have not had an apparent effect. 

For the last time, therefore, I solemnly warn 
you to reform the whole tenor of your behav- 
iour, or I will certainly discharge you from 
my employment, (a punishment you richly 
deserve.) 

Henry Plimley. 

Answer, 
Sir, July 24th, 18 — . 

Your serious letter has had its proper 
effect on my mind, for which I am truly 
grateful to you : and, sir, you may he assured, 
that in future you shall have as much reason 
to praise, as you have hitherto had to blame, 
my conduct. With a grateful sense of your 
lenity. 
I am, sir. 
Yours, 

With the greatest respect, 

Charles Waverley. 
Mr PUmley, ^ 

c4 
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Letter of thanks for an unexpected favour. 
Dear sir, July 2Sth, 18— » 

I ha Ye most sincerely to thank you for 
the kindness I have experienced from you, and 
more especially as it was wholly unsolicited on 
my part : I had a most ardent wish to unbosom 
my mind to some friend, on the circumstances 
which have borne heavily on me, both bodily 
and mentally, but was wholly without confi- 
dence as to the selection I should make, in so 
trying and delicate an affair, as I did not con- 
ceive myself justified in the expectation of 
having so generous and valuable a friend. At 
present, dear sir, I can only return you senti- 
ments of acknowledgment for the very great 
obligation under which you have placed me ; 
and to assure you, that I shall ever cherish a 
grateful remembrance of this kind and con- 
siderate attention. 

I remain, dear sir. 
Your sincere and much obliged friend, 
G. Clifton, E^q. Thomas Freeman. 



An excuse for not lending money. 
Sir, July 2^th, 18—. 

I am sorry that it is not convenient for 
mc to accommoAdLtc you with the loan of £20, 
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at present ; but shall be happy to serve you 
x>n any other occasion, if I possess the power. 

I am, sir, yours, &c. 

RECEIPTS, BILLS, &c. 

A receipt for money. 

Thirsk, July 30M, 1 8—. 

Received from Mr , the sum of 

one hundred pounds, the value of forty-two 
dozen of port wine, sold him this day. 
£100. 



Another. 
Sowerby, JtUy 31st, 18 — . 

Received from Mr , the sum of 

five pounds, seven shillings, and eight-pence- 
half-penny, the amount of bill delivered. 
£5. 7s. 8jd. 



Another, 

London August 9M I 
Received of Sir William Scurr, the sum 
of one hundred pounds, for a gold-snuff-box, 
on account of Messrs. Warwick and Co. Qold- 
smiths. 

£100. EA'^wt^^'ewSNK^. 

C5 
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A receipt full of all demands. 

London^ August 10/A, 18 — 
Received of Henry Blackman, Esq., the 
sum of two hundred and fifty pounds, being 
in full of all demands possessed by us on the 
said Henry Blackman, Esq. 

£250. Charles Morgan and Co. 

AVtf.— ^ receipt in full of all demands must be given 
f la f^n-shilllng stamp, otaenv\e it will not be valid. 



A d 'cft or hill of exchange, 

London, August 14M, 18 — . 
SHty days after date, pay to Mr. Samuel 
Osboine, or ordei , the sum of five hunf" ci 
pounds for value received. 
£500. 



Me' sis. A, ^ B, Lanlei's, Thomrs Smith. 
Lombard Street, 



Another. 
£50. 6s. Od. London, August ISlh, IS- . 

Two months after date, pay to our 
order, fifty pounds six shillings, for value re- 
ceived. 
To Mr, Peters, Allen ?nd Gibbs. 

Fitzroy Square, 
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Another, 

Thirsk, Avgust 2\st^ 18 — . 
At ten days' sight, pay to bearer the 
sum of fifty pounds, for value received, and 
place the same to my account. 
£50. I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Thomas Ward. 
Mr. Rawlins, 

20, Cheapside. 

Note, — To render the above bilts eurrent, they mu^t be 
accepted by the person on whom drawn, and endorsed 
by the drawer, as well as by the persons through whose 
hands they may pass. They may be of any date, as 
agreed on by the parties. 



A promissory note, 

I'hirslc, August 24th, 1 8 — . 
One month after date, I promise to 
pay to Mr. Thomas Watson, or order, the sum 
of thirty pounds for value received. 

£30. Thomas Wilkinson. 

J^i^ote. — This bill, to render it negotiable, must be en- 
dorsed hy the persotis whose hands it 7nay pass through, 
in the same manner as directed for bills of exchange. 

Bills must not be dated before t/te day on which they 
are drawn, or a penalty of £\00. wilt be incuTTed, 
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An Invoice. 
Sowerby, September, Ist, 18 — » 
Mt. Thomas Morton, 

Bought of Edward Hodge* 
s. d. £. s. d. 
3 Jib. of fine green tea, at 10 
71b. of superfine sugar, at 1 1 
71b. of moist sugar, at . . 9 
71b. of mould candles, at 8 
141b. of dips, at .... 6 
31b. of starch, at .... 6 



£. 



A bill of book debts. 

Sowerby^ September 2nd, 18 — . 
Mr. Thomas Carver, 

To J. Denniss, Dr. 

18 — . s. d. £. 8. d* 

May 8th, 31b of starch, at . . 6 

„ 13th, 41b of hard soap, at 6 

„ 18th, 71b of moist sugar, at 7 

June2nd, 3|lb of blue, at . . 2 6 

10th, 3 Jib of coffee, at 2 8 

2lst9 4lb of Bohea tea, at 5 4 






£. 



LETTERS BETWEEN 

FRIENDS & RELATIVES 



From a countrywoman with a large family^ 
to a respectable lady in the neighbourhood^ so- 
licitiny a situation for one of her daughters. 
Respected Madam, 

I trust you will excuse the liberty I 
lake in intruding on your notice ; but your 
known kindness, and the pressure of a large 
family, together with my natural anxiety to 
promote their welfare, have induced me to 
trouble you. I have, madam, four daughters, 
the eldest is seventeen, and the next fifteen ; 
they are good handy girls, brought up to 
habits of industry, and anxious to assist, by 
their own exertions, towards their own main- 
tenance. Could you kindly recommend them, 
or either of them, to any lady of your acquaint- 
ance they would make, I doubt not, good ser- 
vants. I should feel the obU^«.t\^w \s>k '<^'Si 
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latest moment of my life ; and I am sure my 
girls, from a grateful sense of your kindness^ 
would do their best to prove their gratitude. 
I remain, 

Madam, 

Your humble servant, 

Mary Ashton. 



Answer, 
Madam, 

I received your letter, and am truly happy 
it is in my power to assist so worthy a family. 
A lady of my acquaintance in London, is in 
want of a nursery-maid ; and I have recom- 
mended your eldest daughter to ber. I shall 
give you a call in a day or two, when I will 
leave a card of the lady*s address, and should 
wish to see that proper arrangements are 
made for your daughter's departure ; for I 
should like her appearance in her new situa- 
tion to be such as would best conduce to her 
future welfare. If she should require a little 
assistance, I should have no objection to help 
her. 

I am. 

Your sincere well-wisher, 

Amelia Woodfall. 
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Ffcm a servafU %n London to her parents tin 

the country. 
Dear father and xnoth^, 

I take Ae first opportnmty of writing 
to inform you that I arriyed safe ; and I haye 
the pleasure also to add that I am happily 
settled in the family, Mrs. WoodfaU was so 
kind as to recommend me to. My mistress 
And master axe very kind to me ; they have 
three children, two boys and one girl, Charles 
William is six years old; Amelia is four; 
And little Alfred but twenty months. I have 
them during the greater part of the day ; and 
as I have been so fortunate as to give satis- 
faction, I hope I may continue to be so ; for I 
Assure you I shall try my best to please. Do 
not forget to give my humble respects to Mrs. 
WoodfaU, and thank her for her kindness; 
my. dear feiiher and mother will accept my 
love, and give the same to my brothers and 
sisters; tell them I shall send some useful 
little presents when I receive my quarter's 
money ; and you may depend, my dear father 
and mother, I shall not forget you. I remain 
in the best health, which I hope you all enjoy. 
I am, dear parents, 
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2%« parents' reply. 
Dear daughter, 

We Received your affectionate letter, 
and we blessed God for ^ving us so good a 
child. It gives us great pleasure to hear you 
are so comfortable, and we pray to heaven 
every night to enable you to continue your 
good resolutions. Behave kindly to the chil- 
dren under your care, pay the greatest attention 
to their little wants ; and above all, always 
keep them clean ; you will then make their 
parents your best friends, and secure a good 
character ; and that my dear girl is indeed a 
fortune. Be civil and obliging to your fellow 
servants, but never so familiar as to indulge 
in idle gossip ; and, whatever you hear or see, 
never repeat to any one, either in or out of the 
house, any thing that passes, either with or 
about your mistress, or any one else. In your 
behaviour to the other sex, be modest and 
circumspect ; a very little more than mere 
civility towards them will lead on to famili- 
aritiea, which, if not timely checked, may end 
in your ruin here and hereafter. But your 
good conduct at home gives little room for 
much fear on that account ;: still as London 
is a large place and the dangers to which 
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joung thoughtless women are exposed, so 
many and so various, you cannot be too cauti- 
ous. Your sisters and brothers . return their 
love to you, and we hope to hear from you soon. 
With our earnest prayers for your happiness 
and success, we remain, 
Dear daughter, 

Your affectionate parents, 

William and Mary Ashton. 

From a country labouring man to a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, soliciting a situation for 

his son. 
Honoured sir, 

I have taken the liberty to write to you 
which I hope you will excuse; I have four 
children, my eldest boy is now twelve years 
of age ; he is a sharp, active lad, anxious to 
^o into the world and earn his own living, 
should you sir, or any gentleman of your 
acquaintance, be in want of such a lad, it 
would be rendering us all a service, which I 
hope we should ever remember with gratitude* 
He can make himself useful either at waiting 
at table, in cleaning knives and shoes, running 
of errands, or attending in the stable ; indeed 
he is handy at most things, e\V)[i^x 'vo. ox w>^. ^"^ 
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the house. I have brought him up to feai 
God, and to be honest ; and I hope he will nevei 
disgrace me or himself. Waiting your kind 
answer, I remain, 

Honoured sir. 

Your humble servant. 



The gentleman's answer. 
Friend Roger, 

You may bring your son here next 
Monday morning, between eight and nine 
o'clock ; and if he really answers your recom- 
mendation, we can I dare say, find some thing 
for him to do ; and if he should turn out a 
good lad, he shall not want a ^ lend. 
I am, 

You IS t.dly, 

William Rowscroft 



From a parent in the country to her daugh- 
ter^ a servant in London, 



' Dear daughter. 



* We have not heard from you so long, 

that we are afraid you are ill, for we should 
not willingly think you had forgotten us ; 
j^our father and myself feel anxious at all times 
7 Anow how you go on, and "^w\iic\3^ajt\N| ^q 
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at present, for you have arrived at an age when 
youth generally think themselves perfectly 
capable of conducting themselves with the 
greatest propriety, when in fact there is per- 
haps no time of life at which they are less 
capable of doing so. The world is full of 
temptations, and in London, above all places, 
those dangers abound, perhaps under more 
deceitful, more attractive appearances; but w^ith 
equal, if not more dangerous consequences. 

Pleasure there puts on her most enticing 
forms, and old and young, rich and poor, follow 
eager in her train. It is then that youth, 
particularly females, are in real danger, and it 
is then they think they are in least. But the 
experience of maturer years will convince them 
of this truth ; alid if they be wise in time, and 
be prudent in youth, they may expect to enjoy 
an honourable and happy old age. We shall 
'v^rish to hear froin you as soon as you can find 
an opportunity; meantime I remain, with 
sincere wishes for your happiness and welfare. 

Your affectionate inother. 



The daughter's answer* 
Deiat parents. 

Your letter makes me feel how ungrate- 
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full have acted; buty believe me, my deaf 
parents, it was more from the want of thought 
than from any intention to^ slight either of you, 
to whom I am imder so many obligations ; your 
kind cautions, my dear mother, I know are 
intended for my good, and I hope I shall never 
forget them so much or lose sight of my duty 
in such a manner as to give you any real cause 
of uneasiness. My mistress still behaves very 
kind to me, and has promised me a week's- 
holiday, which I mean to devote to seeing 
you ; I shall write you word when and how I 
shall come home. 

I have enclosed a Httle keepsake for mother,, 
and a kiss and my kind love to my dear father .^ 
I remain, my dear parents, 

Your affectionate daughter, 

Jane Fletcher. 

From a worhing man to a respectable tradesman 
in want of an apprentice. 

Sir, 

I have taken the liberty to apply to 
you, hearing that you are in want of an appren- 
tice. I have two boys, the one twelve, and 
the other just turned foxirteen years of age ; 
the latter has often expressed a wish to be 
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a—, and I wish him to follow that bus- 
iness to which he feels most inclination, feeling 
convinced that it is the best way to make him 
a clever workman. Should you sir, have no 
objection to receive my son under your care, I 
feel convinced you will have no cause to regret 
your choice, and will wait on you with my son 
at any time you may appoint. 
I am, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

John Wood* 
Mr Wilson* 



AnHoer. 
Sir, 

As I am in want of an apprentice, I can 
have no objection to see you and your son ; 
you may be with me on Monday morning next, 
at eight o'clock : and if I am satisfied with his 
appearance and manners, we shall have but 
little difficulty about terms. I shall expect a 
small premium, the amount I can determine 
when I see you. 

I am, sir, 

Yours, 

Thomas Wilson. 
Mr Wood. 
d2 
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Ffom a decayed tradesman, a citizen in London y 

to the Company of which he is a freeman. 
To the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers. 
Honoured sirs, 

I respectfully solicit your kind relief to 
ameliorate the sufferings of old age ; I have, 
honoured sirs, been a freemaji of your Worship- 
ful Company upwards of years, and 

during that period I have endeavoured to 
maintain a character which I shall not blush 
to carry to the grave. The infirmities insep- 
arable upon advanced age, (being ij^ow in my 

year) have enfeebled me, so that I can 

no longer gain a mainteAance by my own 
exertions ; and unless yau, honoui ed sirs, wili 
lend me a kind help, either by placing me in 
one of your alms houses, or allowing me a 
pension, I shall be obliged to close my day:^ 
in dependance or destitution* 
I am, honoured sirs,^ 

Your humble servant. 




From a poor man tcith a large family, to, at 

ship-owner. 
Sir, 

I trust you will excuse the liberty I 
take in entreating your kind notice to my 
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eldest son, Charles, now fifteen years of age, 
a stout, hearty lad, and anxious to become a 
sailor. Should you, sir, have room in any of 
your ships, I should feel grateful if you would 
allow me to give you a call with my boy. 
I am, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Peter Wilson. 



Answer, 

Sir, 

As I understand that there is room in 
several of my ships for a lad or two, I have 
no objection to your calling with your son at 
my office. I shall be in the way at ten o'clock 
to-morrow-morning. 

I am, sir. 

Your humble servant, 

John Webster. 

JFrom a person in the country to his friend in 

London ; soliciting a situation for his son. 

My dear friend. 

My boy William is now fifteen, and 

very anxious to launch out into the world : I 
also am willing that ho should now do some- 
thing for himself, and therefore wish to second 
d3 



bia endeavouiB. If you cau hear of sometliiDg, 
let me know, and I shall consider it as another 
act of friendship) conferred on. 
Youi sincere friend, 

and well wisher, 

Walter Hatper. 

Amieer. 
Dear friend, 

I received yours of yesterday, and in 
answer assure you I will use my best en- 
deavours in your Bon's behalf. With kind 
remembrances to all branches of your &mily. 
Believe me, 

Yours, sincerely, 

Edmund Elton. 

Hie gmend/orm of a cerlijicale of good conduct. 
Sowerhy, 18 — . 

These are to certify, that 

lived with me years, in the 

situation of , during which 

period he punctually and faithfully discharged 
bis duty, and conducted himself in a sober, 
honest, and discreet manner. 

At mlness my hand, 

AM. 
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From a gentleman in distress to his friend. 
Dear sir, 

Unfortunate circumstances have sud- 
denly reduced me from a state of respectability 
and comfort, to, I have every reason to fear, 
absolute want and misery ; and what adds 
more severely to the poignancy of my feelings, 
is, that I cannot surmise a hope that I shall 
ever be relieved from its awful pressure. 

Thus circumstanced, I should not be acting 
honourably, were I not to return, herewith, 
the article I purchased from you under the 
•expectation of being enabled to pay for it in a 
lew days; but so isolated am I from every 
prospect of so doing, that I even dread the want 
of ability to procure a bare subsistence for my- 
self and family. 

I beg leave to assure you how highly sensi- 
ble I am of your good intentions towards me ; 
and I trust, notwithstanding my present dis- 
tress, you will still honour me with your 
<;orrespondence, as it affords me great consola- 
tion in my present struggles and affliction, to 
find that I am not wholly abandoned by one 
whom I have ever valued for his merits. 
I am, sir. 

Your faithful, though unfortunate friend. 
d4 
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AnstviBr. 
Dear sir, 

Your letter of yesterday afternoon 
occasioned me great imeasiness. I regret to 
hew of your unhappy condition ; but hope for 
better times. 

I return the article you mention : and beg 
you will not make yourself uneasy about it. 
May I also beg you to allow me to send you 
the enclosed; I only regret it is so small a sum. 
However, knowing that a trifle, under some 
Qircumstances, is more important than a large 
sum under others, I am emboldened to trans- 
mit it to you, with assurances of respect and 
esteem. Present my kind remembrance to 
your family. 

I remain, dear sir. 

Yours, moat respeetfuHy, 

Brian Bell. 



From a young gentieman at achool to his father. 
Dear father, 

My worthy master has directed me to 
write to you, requesting you to transrmit me 
the books named in the maugm, as I have been 
advanced into another class, having passed the 
necessary esaHunatien, much to my eredit, as 
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Dr.——*-, our exammer, was pleased to 
state. 

I have already commenced reading Virgil 
and Livy ; and, in arithmetic, as far as vulgar 
fractions, I am certain this news will give you 
much pleasure, and I trust I shall always 
obtain your praise for my attention to my 
studies and improvement, as it is the only 
recompence I can give you for your unwearied 
exertions for my benefit. 

Hoping to hear from you shortly, I am, my 
dear father, 

Your affectionate and dutiful son, 

James Maitland.. 



The father's answer. 
Dear son, 

I was. much gratified by the receipt of 
your letter, pairticularly as I perceive you are 
greatly improved in your writing. 

You may be assured, my dear James, thafc 
the whole of my conduct respecting you arises 
from an ardent desire to promote your future 
comfort s^nd prosperity. 

I rejoice to hear of your progress, and you 
may depend upon, invariably receiving my ap« 
probation when your conduct merits it. In 
d5 
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the present instance, to convince you of it, I 
have written to your master, authorizing him 
to supply you with the books, and to increase 
your weekly allowance. 
I am, dear James, 

Your affectionate parent, 

George Maitland. 



From a gentleman to hisfriendy being an apology 

for having disappointed him. 
Sir, 

1 have sincerely to apologise to you for 
not returning according to my promise, but 
having met with a gentleman who had just 
returned from Italy, I was induced to make 
some enquiries concerning his route and adven- 
tures, when, to my surprise, I found that he 
had been intimately acquainted with my son, 
who, you are aware, has been for some time 
studying painting in that very fertile region 
of the arts. 

Allured by his conversation, and particularly 
with his relation of other agreeable adventures 
he had had in company with my son, the hours 
glided away so imperceptibly, that it was mid- 
night before I had the least recollection of my 
engagement with you. Begging that you and 
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Mrs. Cleveland will accept my cordial assur- 
-ances of esteem and respect. 
I am, dear sir, 

Yours with the greatest respect, 

John Stephens. 



Frwn, a gentleman to his son, whose conduct 

displeased him. 
William, 

I am truly grieved to find that all my 
remonstrances have been thrown away upon 
^ou, and that the advice I have ^ven to you 
which originated solely from the tender affec- 
3tion I bear towards you, continue lo be treated 
with contempt. It therefore becomes my 
•solemn, though melancholy duty to act with 
determination. I amjresolved to do so, and 
no entreaties shall prevent me from resorting 
to every mode of punishment remaining in my 
power, unless 3KH1 make an immediate reforma- 
tion in your conduct. 

In pui^suanoe of this plan, I have given my 
bankers a positive order never to advance you 
a single Bhilling on my account ; and when 
your money is gone, young man, you will also 
then discover your real Mends, though 1, greatly 
fear you have not one in the universe, with the 
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exception of your injured and insulted fathel' 
who is even yet anxious to save you from utter 
destruction. I have only to add, that should 
you still continue to persist in your present 
debauched line of conduct, I will for ever close 
my doors against you, and never exchange 
either a letter or a syllable with you, while I 
live. 

Think, young man, I most earnestly con- 
jure you, upon what I have said, before it is 
too late, and fly to the arms of your afflicted 
father, while they are yet extended to receiver 
you. 

I remain, 

Your well-wisher, 

John Prosser. 



Answer, 
Sir, 

For I dare not address you by the tendet 
appellation of father, my cheeks bum with 
shame and sorrow whilst I am writing to you. 
Your justly merited and truly severe letter, 
though blended with parental mercy, has at 
length opened my eyes to a proper view of the 
enormity of my conduct, and the amazing 
ingratitude I have exhibited towards you, one 
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of the best of parents. Indeed sir, I can 
hardly believe that your tender affection for 
your unworthy son, can ever induce you 
cordially to pardon so depraved a creature as 
I am. 

Believe me, sir, I am sensible of my past 
folly, of my unkind treatment of yourself, and 
of your undeserved affection. Pardon me what 
I have done, and be assured that, from this 
moment, I will for ever quit those evil debaucb- 
ed paths in which I too long imfortunately 
strayed ; and, by the constant propriety of my 
future behaviour, endeavour to deserve your 
proffered clemency, and to regain that portion 
of your love which I certainly deserve to lose 
for ever. 

You tell me, sir, that your arms are still 
open to receive me ; I shall fly to them with 
the hope, that when your guilty though peni- 
tent son, is folded to your heart, you will theit 
seal his pardon for the past, and again permit 
him to call you his dear, his beloved fisith^. 
Your unhappy. 

Though repentant son, 

William Prosser. 
Mr. John Prosser. 
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From a gentleman to his friend^ declining an 

invitation^ 
My dear sir^ 

Indispensable business will take me from 
home for four or five days, consequently 1 am 
obliged most reluctantly to decline your polite 
invitation for Saturday next. 

Mrs. Jobnstone unites with me in affection- 
ate regard to your wife. In great haste, but 
with great truths I have the pleasure to sub- 
scribe myself. 

Your sincere friend, 

Charles Johnstone. 



From a gentleman in London ta his friend in 

the country. 
Dear Sir, 

I am extremely fearful that you con- 
sider me neglectful of your very handsome 
letter and kind present. In that letter you 
state, that "a servant will call for a reply ; " — a 
reply has remained on my desk ever since. 

I presume you are, by this time, about to 
return to town, and ready to enter upon the 
avocations of the winter, I trust with health 
and spirits. Mrs. Plane, too, I hope, partici- 
;:^atps with you in both. 
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Allow me to repeat my grateful thanks 
for your attention ; and be assured that it will 
afford me much pleasure in being honoured 
with your friendship. 

My family are still out of town, and, I be- 
lieve will be so till November ; after that 
period, when we get a little settled, I hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing you and Mrs. 
Plane. 

And believe me to be, 
Dear sir, 

Yours, very sincerely, 

William Osbom. 



From an elderly gentleman to his friend^ as a 

testimonial. 
Dear George, 

I am sorry to hear the Albion had 
sailed before you arrived at Plymouth, and 
consequently, that you were disappointed of 
a situation on board that ship. I trust how- 
ever, it will not be long before something else 
equally desirable, will be procured for you. 

The education you have received qualifies you 
to make yourself useful in most situations ; and 
I am inclined to think your not going to 
Cambridge may prove an advantage to you. 
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The expenses of an Uniyeruty education 

.'e now become so very great and there is so 

ttle chance of obtaining preferment without 

'ery powerful interest that I think your friends 

have done very wisely in sending you into the 

world, and letting you seek your fortune by 

your own exertions. 

Should it please god to preserve your life, 
your success will, under the Divine Provi- 
dence, in a great measure depend upon your 
own good conduct ; and you may, if you be- 
have in the manner T flatter myself you will, 
look forward to the time when it will be in 
your power to act as a father to your little 
brothers and sisters, and to return to your 
parents those numberless obligations they 
have conferred upon you ; nothing, I am sure, 
would give you greater satisfaction. ^^ 

Should any opportunity occur in which I 
can be of service to you. I shajil embrace it 
with much pleasure. 

Wishing you every success, 

I remain, dear sir. 

Yours most respectfully, 

Qeorge Godfrey 

Mr, Sheppard. 
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From a person wishing to obtain a situation %n 

a pvMic Office, 
Sir, 

It is with great reluctance, I assure 
you that I take the liberty of addressing jou 
without the necessary letter of introduction 
generally expected on such an occasion ; but 
permit me to state, that a few weeks since, 
I received a letter from Mr. , of , 

which I trust will supply the d^ciency. 

My circumstances, sir, have been for some 
years very precarious, and I find my health 
*much impaired by protracted anxiety, and 
frequent difficulties ; and my present situation 
being truly trying, I have presumed to solicit 
your kind condescension, to grant me a letter 

to one of the gentlemen, directors of , 

for some situation in their service : should the 
emolument be ever so trifling, provided the 
situation be permanent, it would be of the 
utmost service, and afford me that peace of 
mind I so ardently crave. My education has 
been liberal, and lean procure most respectable 
testimonials as to character. 

Entreating your favourable consideration of 
my letter. 

I remain sir, yours truly. 



72 



From a young gentleman to his friend com- 
manding a regiment, 
Althougli possessed of a sufficiency to 
live independent of any employment, I cannot 
reconcile myself to be idle ; I shall, therefor^ 
feel myself particularly obliged, if you can pro- 
cure me a commission in your regiment, being 
anxious to enter on a military line of life. 
Trusting that you will excuse this application y 
and favour me with an early answer. 
I am, dear sir. 

Your obedient, and obliged servant, 

Gustavus Wellington. 
Mr, Peele. 



Answer, 
My young friend, 

I have to-day been favoured with your 
letter, and I would most willingly comply with 
your request, had I not at this moment my 
regiment quite full of officers, and several 
young gentlemen on my list, ready to receive 
such commissions as may happen to fall vacant 
during the present spring. 
I am, sir. 

Yours, very truly, 

Harry Peele. 
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Another afutoer. 
My dear sir, 

1 hasten to answer the letter with which 
you favoured me, and am truly happy that it 
is in my power to comply with your request, 
a lieutenancy being now vacant in the regiment 
I have the honour to command, for which you 
shall, in a few days, receive a commission. 
1 am, dear sir. 

Yours truly, . 

Harry Pcele. 

From a soldier to a commissioner of woods and 

forests^ soliciting a situation. 
My lord, 

Your lordship having had the kind 
condescension, some few years ago, to express 
a willingness to serve me, I have now taken 
the liberty of humbly submitting to your lord- 
ship, that the employ I am now in, viz. that 
of a ticket-porter, has so far fallen off in the 
profits, which some years since used to arise 
Irom it, that I am unfortunately not able to 
maintain myself and family, with even the 
greatest abstinence and economy* 

Had the Honourable M^'or (my much 
lamented officer and master,) whose m^ott^V 
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remains I had the melancholy task to identify 
and convey to his native country, but have 
survived that glorious but ill-fated day, I 
should not, I feel assured, at this period of 
deprivation and trial to myself and family, have 
made this appeal in vain ; nor should I have 
ventured on my present solicitation, but for 
an anxious confidence that his noble relative 
will entertain some consideration for the ser- 
vant, for the master's sake. 

I am informed, that your lordship is one of 
the Commissioners of Woods and Forests ; as 
such, should any humble situation in that 
department offer itself, may I presume your 
lordship will not pass me over unnoticed ; and 
in whatever capacity I may be placed by your 
lordship's generous condescension and liberali- 
ty, I shall always value it with the most grateful 
remembrance. 

I am, my lord, 

» 

Your lordship's most humble servant. 

William Sharp. 



Answeir, 

Lord C informs Serjeant Sharp, 

that he is not at present a Commissioner of 
Woods and Forests, and is therefore unable tp 
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serve him in the department requested : could 
any mode be pointed out ii^ which he can be 

of service, Lord C will be happy to 

comply. 

Lord C 



Another. 
My lord, 

Your lordiship having on my previous 
solicitation expressed a willingness to assist 
me in obtaining some humble situation, could 
but the mode be pointed out ; I beg, therefore 
to solicit a letter to your noble relative, 

Lord , by the influence of whom I 

may be enabled to obtain the humble situation 

of — in ber Majesty's : such a 

favour conferred will be of the greatest service, 
and I shall ever remember your lordship's 
goodness, and remain 

Your lordship's grateful 

and humble servant, 

William Sharp. 



Another on the same. 
My lord, 

Having had the honour of serving under 
you in several campaigns, and, as an o6EiRftx'^ 

e2 
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servant, having served you with fidelity, I have 
taken the liberty of laying my case before you, 
earnestly entreating your kind interference. T 
am at present unable to provide for myself and 
family, which is a hard case, after having served 
my country with courag? and fidelity, as you, 
my lord, can attest; I trust, therefore, )'our 
lordship will place me in some situation, that 
I may be enabled to pass my declining years 
in some small degree of comfort. 

Humbly begging your lordship's humane 
consideration. 

I remain my lord, 

Respectfully yours, 

William Sharp.. 



From a gentleman to his friend^ after an un^ 

fortunate differe^ice with another. 
Dear sir, 

I should have done myself the pleasure 
of replying to your polite letter yesterday, to 
thank you for your ready compliance with my 
request, but have been so much engaged with 
company coming unawares upon me, that I 
am unable to do so sooner. I regret equally 
with yourself the fracas that has taken place, 
particularly situated as the person you allude 
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to and myself have been, which ought to have 
rendered such an occurrence impossible. I 
feel much obliged by your kind attention, but, 
as you reside in the same house with the person 
above mentioned, I lament to say, I do not at 
present see any prospect of our meeting, ex- 
cept by accident. 

I am, dear sir. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

John Walter. 



From a brother to his sister at a hoarding school. 
My dear Louisa, 

I embrace an opportunity which pre- 
sents itself of sending you a letter, free of ex- 
pense, fearing you would otherwise imagine 
that I had forgotten you. 

I am truly rejoiced to learn from our dear 
father, that you are rapidly improving ; con- 
tinue to do so, my beloved girl, as it will evince 
your own merits, and likewise prove to our 
dear parents how truly anxious you are to 
please them ; independent of which, you will 
discover, hereafter, that your present acquire- 
ments will command for you the respect and 
love of all, an ample reward for your present 
labours. I have sent you, my dear girl, as a 

e3 
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trivial token of my regard, a parcel of books r 
and enclosed you will find a sovereign for you 
to dispose of in any manner you think proper. 
Your affectionate parents, and my wife anct 
children, unite in love to you ; and hoping sooiii 
to receive a letter from you, I am, my love, 
Your truly affectionate brother, 

John BelE 



TJie sister's answer. 
My dear brother, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your affectionate letter, and to return you^my 
warmest thanks for your kind present. 

I hope you will always find that I pay^ a 
proper degree of respect to the advice you are 
frequently good enough to give me, and that 
my conduct will evince the truth of this asscr-- 
tion, for, believe me, I shall always feel truly 
gratified in having merited the good opinion 
of my dear brother. 

With respect to my improvement, I flatter 
myself neither my beloved parents, nor your- 
self, will have any great reason to find fault, 
at least I am happy to say that my dear and 
respected governess gives me full credit for. as 
much imjirovemcnt as she can expect. 
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Make my dutiful remembrances to our ex-^ 
cellent parents, and my affectionate regards to 
your dear wife and children. With the hope 
that you will shortly favour me with another 
letter, I subscribe myself 
My dear brother, your truly affectionate sister. 



¥rom a gentleman to his friend, containing an 

invitation. 
My dear friend, 

Being now settled at my country re- 
sidence for the summer, I lose no time in 
Soliciting the pleasure of your company, toge- 
^er with that of your family, and trust that 
you will make it convenient to pass a month 
or six weeks with us in our rural retirement. 
I believe that you are too well aware of my 
friendship, to doubt that every thing will be 
done to render your stay agreeable. 

My wife desires me to inform you, that 
unless you comply with this our mutual request, 
your name will be erased from her good books. 

Pray favour us with an early answer, and 
let it be such as we expect. 

With best wishes to yourself and family^ 

believe me to be, my dear sir. 

Yours, faithfully. 
?4 



i 

I'. 



Ij Dear sir, 
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The answer, accepting the invitation. 



Your very friendly and polite invitation 
demands my immediate attention. You may 
be assured, that I never willingly resign the 
pleasure of enjoying your society; and, on 
the present occasion, I am extremely happy to 
say, that I have nothing to prevent my accept- 
ance of your very kind offer. You may, 
therefore, expect me and my family in the 
course of ten days. I hope we shall be able 
to prevail on you and your good lady to return 
with us. 

Requesting you to be assured, that I am 
truly sensible of your repeated acts of friendly 
attention towards me, I am, dear sir, with 
best wishes for your health and happiness (in 
which my wife unites very aflfectionately.) 

Yours, truly, 

William Best. 



Another answer , containing an excuse. 
My worthy friend, 

I am truly obliged to you for your very 
friendly invitation, and sincerely lament that 
the pressure of business prevents me at present 
from complying with it ; though I hope this 
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will not induce your amiable lady to erase my 
i;iame from her good books, especially as it is 
no fault of mine, my inclination being entirely 
in favour of the visit. I shall, however, era- 
brace the earliest opportunity of passing a 
week with you, when the hurry of business is 
a little got over ; when I trust, my welcome 
will not be the less cordial for the present 
delay. 

My family unite with me in the kindest 
remembrances to you all; and I subscribe 
myself, dear sir, with great truth. 
Your obliged friend 

and humble servant, 

Thomas Walker. 
il/r. Best* 



From a gentleman to his friend; a person of 
superior rank, requesting his influence in pro- 
curing a situation for his son. 
My dear sir, 

The friendly intercourse which has so 
long subsisted between us, induces me to 
make an application to you respecting my son, 
who has also the honour of your acquaintance. 
I do this the more readily, from never hav- 
ing previously trespassed upon your kindness, 

e5 
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and according to all human probability, I shall 
never again have to tax your friendship. 

Fortune has throvm us into very different 
spheres of life ; to you she has given wealth 
and influence ; whilst on me she has bestowed 
a small rectory in a country town just sufficient 
to support the character of a gentleman, and to 
educate my child in a decent manner, but not 
to lay by a fortune for him. Thus circum^ 
stanced, he has now arrived at years of matur- 
ity. I trust you will excuse my natural wish 
to provide for him before I depart from this 
transitory vale of existence. 

William is desirous to procure a clerkship 
in the Admiralty Office, from its presenting 
the most pleasing prospect of speedy advance- 
ment. Will you, therefore, my dear sir, exert 
your interest upon this occasion in favour of 
my only son, who, in my candid opinion, is 
every way calculated to fill the situation he 
desires, and who, without your assistance, can 
never hope to attain it. Resting the event 
totally upon you, and not in the least doubt- 
ing your friendship, whatever that event may 
be, I shall ever remain, 

Your very faithful, 

and obliged servant. 
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Answer. 
My dear sir, 

I was favoured with your letter yestef- 
day, and to remove all anxiety from your mind^ 
I hasten to answer it. 

I trust I need not make any professions 
•of friendship to one so intimately acquainted 
with me as yourself, towards whom I bear tha 
warmest esteem. Be assured my worthy 
-friend, I shall feel the highest degree of pleas- 
ure in heing able to serve you, or in any man- 
'Her to promote your interest. 

Your son's merits would have induced 
Tne to serve him, independent of my regard 
for his father ; and I am truly happy to say, 
that I have no doubt but that his wishes will 
•be gratified. 

In a few days, I expect to have the pleasure 
t)f transmitting to your son his appointment, 
^nd beg you will present him with the enclosed 
bill, as a present from his godfather, to assist 
him in fitting out. 

With best wishes to yourself, your amiable 
wife, and family, believe me my dear friend, 
to be ever most faithfully and affectionately 

Yours, truly, 

William Melton. 
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Prom a ticket or fellowship porter ^ to an alder- 
many soliciting the appointment of a com-meter 
or coal measurer, 
Sir> 

I trust you will excuse the liberty 1 
take in intruding myself on your notice, but 
your well*known humanity must plead myt 
apology. 

I have been a fellowship or (ticket) portel^ 
upwards of twenty years, and during that 
period have conducted myself with credit and 
propriety ; but the expenses inseparable from 
a family consisting of a wife and six children 
compelling me to endeavour to bettor my 
situation in life, I have ventured sir, to solicit 
the favour of your interest in the appointment 
of a (Deputy) sea coal measurer, now vacant, 
and in the gift of yourself and others of the 
Committee of Control. And should I sir, be 
so successful as to obtain the situation, I 
shall ever remember the favour with grateful 
feelings. 

I remain, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Thomas Williams. 

Citizen and Fishmonger* 
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From a gentleman^ congratulating his friend on 

his rnarriage with an amiable young lady. 
My dear friend, 

I trust you will devote a few moments 
from the pleasures with which you are now 
surrounded, to the perusal of an epistle from 
an old and faithful friend, conveying his hearty 
congratulations on your marriage. May you, 
my dearest friend, and your charming bride, 
live many years to enjoy that genuine felicity 
attendant on the conjugal state, when it is 
entered upon from proper motives. May you 
live to experience a numerous offspring bloom- 
ing around you, by whose virtues the evening 
of your days shall be rendered equally .happy 
with the present joyous period. Adieu, my 
valued friend ; make my best wishes accept- 
able to Mrs. B , and be assured no 

person rejoices more fervently at your present 
happiness, than you* 

Very faithful and' affectionatis friend. 



From a widow lady to a female relation^ in 

behalf of her daughters. 
My dear madam, 

I doubt not but that you have ere 
this, been informed of the severe and irrcp- 
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arable loss I have experienced in the death 
of my beloved husband, with whom I can truly 
say, that I have passed thirty years of im- 
interrupted happiness. My only remaining 
consolation is, that I shall (at no distant period, 
I trust) rejoin his blessed spirit in a better 
world, and the possession of two lovely young 
women, the dear and affectionate pledges of 
our mutual love. It is principally on their 
account, my dear madam, that I now address 
you, my beloved husband not having left 
sufficient behind him to provide for them in 
the manner I could desire. 

May I therefore venture to recommend them 
to your notice, whenever the period of my 
dissolution arrives. Will you, in that case, 
become a mother to those young and beloved 
females, who will then be cast upon the world 
without parents, without friends, and destitute 
of experience, with barely enough to shield 
them from the severity of want : This will, at 
an early period, be their unhappy destiny, un- 
less you will humanely interpose your kind 
protection ; for the unexpected death of my 
husband has so completely destroyed my con- 
stitution, that I feel convinced my course in this 
world draws swiftly towards its termination. 
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Anxious for my daughters* prosperity, I 
have ventured to make this application, plead- 
ing as my only excuse for so doing, the strength 
of maternal love. 

I am, dear madam, 

Very affectionately yours, 

Ellen Brown, 



Answer. 
My dear cousin, 

I received your affectionate letter, and 
till I read it, was totally ignorant of the heavy 
loss you have sustained. Any attempt to con- 
sole you, at present, I am aware, must be in 
vain ; I shall therefore hasten to reply to the 
contents of your letter. 

Suffer no apprehensions respecting your 
beloved girls to prey upon your spirits, as you 
may rely upon my being a mother to them 
during my life, and at my decease they shall 
be amply provided for. 

In consequence of this, I have to request 
you will lose no time in taking up your resi- 
dence with me, together with my young rela- 
tives ; and that the journey may not be too 
expensive, I have enclosed you herewith a 
bank bill, which I beg you will devote to that 
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purpose, and the settlement of your affairs. 

I trust my efforts, combined with the tender 
attentions of your amiable daughters, will 
preserve you to us for many years, and you 
will yet survive to embrace a lovely race of 
grand-children. Hope for the best, my dear 
madam. Put your trust in an all gracious 
Providence, and believe me to be, with fre- 
quent prayers for your happiness. 

Very tenderly yours. 



Another answer. 
Madam, 

With every desire to comply with your 
request, I am compelled to give it a negative. 
My circumstances ( though generally suppo- 
sed affluent ) not being such as to warrant my 
giving a promise of the nature you require. 

I would, therefore, recommend you to place 
your daughters out to some line of business, 
in which, by industrious exertion, they may 
earn a subsistence ; not that I wish to dictate. 
Should you, however, do so, I shall have 
no objection to assist you with a small sum 
for that purpose. 

1 am, madam, 

Your humble servant. 
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From a poor man io his dauyhier^just entered 

into service 
My dear Mary, 

Having now commenced the arduous 
undertaking of procuring a livelihood for your- 
self, by your own industrious exertions, I can- 
not better discharge my duty than by giving 
you such humble advice as I am competent to. 

In the first place, carefully avoid all symp- 
toms of impatience, which will invariably mdke 
your employers your enemies ; to do this, re- 
member that it is your duty to submit to your 
superiors, however harsh their commands may 
appear. 

Be strictly attentive to cleanliness and in- 
dustry otherwise you will never preserve any 
place long, which alone will be sufficient to 
ruin your character. 

Keep as much as possible at home, as when 
a servant ranges abroad it invariably produce^ 
anger from her mistress ; exclusive of which, 
it renders her discontented with that station 
which it has pleased the Almighty Disposer 
of all things to allot to her. 

Endeavour, by the most scrupulous atten- 
tion and willing alacrity, to prevent even the 
wishes of your employers. This will ensure 
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you their love and protection, a constant desu^ 
to please, being always sure of success. 

Should there be any children in the family 
you may serve, treat them with the greatest 
tenderness, and proper respect ; for it may 
so happen that in the course of life those very 
children may become your employers. 

If there are male servants in the family 
treat them with attentive kindness, but on no 
account suffer them to take any improper lib- 
erties. 

Above all, be honest It is a solemn duty 
you owe to those who entrust you with their 
property ; and remember, that you will be 
equally culpable in defrauding them of even 
a single penny, as in robbing them of one 
thousand guineas. One breach of honesty 
will ruin your character for ever, break the 
fond hearts of your aged parents, and probab- 
ly conduct you to an ignominious death. 

Finally, my dear child, never neglect the 
sacred duties of religion, a sure confidence in 
which can alone support you under the sor- 
rows of this transitory life, and render you 
triumphant over the terrors of death, Accept 
my dear girl, the prayers and blessings of, ' 

Your affectionate father. 
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From a father to his son, an apprenticB. 
Dear Robert, December Ist, 18 — . 

As you are now become a member of 
another family, I shall call your attention to a 
few hints calculated to your benefit. 

In the first place, sufier me to recommend 
a strict attention to the duties of your office ; 
you owe it to your master, and more particu- 
larly so to yourself, otherwise you will never 
gain a proper knowledge of that business by 
which you are to procure your future support. 
Be in all things submissive to your master, 
who from his friendship for me, will, I am 
convinced, do his utmost to serve and instruct 
you. Remember that he now fills my place, 
and is equally entitled to your obedience, 
and also to your afiection. 

Secondly, religion being the only foundation 
on which the practice of all virtue can securely 
rest, let me entreat you will never, for a mo- 
ment, neglect its solemn duties, a proper sense 
of which will elevate you above the troubles 
of this transitory life^ and will finally conduct 
you to another and a better world. 

Thirdly, be honest. Remember, this sacred 
and truly important precept is one of the im- 
mediate commands of Qod. The smallQ^t 
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breach of which will ruin you for ever, and 
briiig the grejr hairs of your unfortunate parent 
with sorrow to the grave. 

Finally, be cleanly in your habits, industri-* 
ous in yout business, and obliging to all ; by 
so doing, you will be generally respected, and 
become an honour to yourself, at the samd^ 
time that you are a comfort to your Mends. 
You will therefore, I am confident, toy dear 
boy, pay proper attention to the few hints I 
have thus gilren you ; peruse them daily, and 
when you do so, think upon the writer, whose 
heart dictated them, irom an ardent desire of 
promoting your happiness, 
I am, my dear boy. 

Your affectionate father, 

John SkilbeclL^ 



The s&n's answer. 
My dear Father, December 4^A, 18—^ 

In reply to your excdUleht letter, I can 
never sufficiently testify my gratitude; but,- 
as the best method of doing so> wiU anxiously 
endeavour to follow the advice contained in it,, 
ibr, be asSuiredy my greatest pride consists in 
deserving your apj^batton. 
I em greatly pleased i^th tiiy situation^ and 
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trust I shall improve as rapidly in the business 
as you can expect. 

Every succeeding day gives me additional 
proofs of my worthy master's kindness towards 
me, and his friendship for you. 

Pray, present my affectionate duty to my 
dear mother, and excuse the shortness of this 
letter, my time being so actively engaged, that 
I really cannot at present ^ay as much as my 
heart desires, 

I am, my dear father, 

Your grateful son, 

Robert Skilbeck. 

From an apprmtiee to on off^nd^d master. 
Respected sir, December Sth, 18 — . 

After the conduct of which I have un- 
fortunately been guilty, I scarcely dare to 
address you. But from th^ circumstance of? 
having ever experienced the utmost kindness 
(which increases my guilt) I am emboldened 
to throw myself upon your mercy. 

Fray sir, accept my repentance. Restore 
me again to your confidence and respect : be 
assured you shall never have reason to disap- 
prove of my future conduct ; and, to convince 
you of my sincerity, I shall not x<ei^ot\. \.^ '^^ 
f2 
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promises of what I will do, for which alone 
gratitude for your unmerited goodness will be 
my guide. 

I am, respected sir, in anxious expectation 
of your reply, 

Your repentant apprentice, 

James Snaith. 




. Answer. 
James, December 12/A, 1& — -. 

I had determined not to receive you 
again beneath my roof, but your letter having 
convinced me that you entertain a proper sense 
of the impropriety of your behaviour, I am in- 
duced to retract my resolution upon this sub- 
ject, being unwilling to injure youth when 
any prospect of amendment can be discovered. 
You may therefore return, assured that you 
will be treated with my usual kindness and 
confidence ; neither shall the past be mention- 
ed either by myself or others. 

Trusting that you vrill not, by your future 
conduct, induce me to repent of the concession 
I now make, 
I am. 

Your affectionate master, 

John Bamett.. 
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Another answer. 
James, December 12th, 18— «. 

Your promise of future amendment 
comes too late, for you have so frequently de- 
ceived me, that I am determined no more to 
believe your assertions. 

You must not, therefore, hope that I will 
ever more receive you beneath my roof, and 
you may be assured that I shall, by this post, 
vmte a letter to your father, and make him 
acquainted with your highly improper conduct, 
I am, 

Your justly offended master, 

John Bamett. 

From a gentleman to hisjrtend, announcing an 

intended visit. 
My dear Friend, December 20/A, 18—. 

It is my intention, if it be agreeable to 
you, to pay you a visit at an early period in 
the ensuing summer, when I wish to remain 
with you for at least five weeks ; as, exclusive 
of the pleasure I shall enjoy in your society, I 
promise myself some improvement in respect 
of my health, which a close attention to busi- 
ness has rendered very precarious. 

If my proposal should suit your convenience, 
f3 
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pray favour me with an early reply, and believe 
me to be at all times, and under all circum- 
stances, 

Dear sir, 

Very truly yours, 

Charles Flower. 

Answer, 
My dear friend, December 2drJ, 18— r. 

I received your friendly letter with 
considerable pleasure, and shall be exceedingly 
rejoiced at your intended visit. Expecting to 
sec you as early as convenient. 
I am, my dear sir. 

Very truly yours. 

Another. 
My dear sir, December 2Srdy 1 8 — . 

I am truly sorry that a pre-engagement 
will deprive me of the honour of your intended 
visit at the period you mention : but if you 
can conveniently postpone it for two mon<^, 
I shall then feel opiyself highly gratified in be- 
ing favoured with your company. 

I ^m, my dear sir, with best wishes for your 
health and happiness, 

Ever faithfully yours. 
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From a gentleman tn the country to his Jrimd 

in toum, with a present of game. 
My dear sir, December 2Sth, 18 — . 

I have transmitted you by this eyening's 
Aiail, a basket of game, containing a bare and 
two brace of partridges, which I hope you will 
receive in good order. 

Should you, at any period of the sporting 
season, make it convenient to pass a week 
with us, my family will be equally happy with 
myself to pay you every possible attention ; 
and I will undertake to procure you some ex- 
cellent sport. 

Mrs. Jones imites with me in best wishes, 
and believe' me my dear friend, to be 

Very feithfully, yours, 

Robert Jones. 



Answer. 
My dear friend, December 80/A, 18 — . 

I have, with many thanks, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your kind letter and present^ 
believe me, I do not require those attentions 
to convince me of the sincerity of your friend- 
ship. 

I feel myself highly obliged by your invita- 
tioB> and shall with great pleasure, avail m^^ 
p4 
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6elf of it in about ten days, being particidaTly 
attached to the amusement of shooting. 

Pray render my best acknowledgmentdi ac^ 
ceptable to your good lady, and be assured 
that I am truly sensible of your unwearied 
attentions, 

I am, dear sir, 

Your obliged friend. 

From one friend to another, stating that he ha9 

something to communicate to his advantage. 
Dear sir, Jamtarg 1st, 18^-« 

I have been so pressed with business^ 
that I could not possibly answer your letter 
before, but it happens very apropos, as I have 
a communication to make, which may place 
something very advantageous within your 
reach. I have particular reasons for not ex- 
plaining here, but will meet you at the comer 
of tiiie Flats, next to Sowerby, at three o'clock 
this afternoon, when you shall receive the in- 
formation. 

You are perfectly welcome to the loan of 
the books, which you will receive this evening, 
and I shall feel obliged if you will favour me 
with "Ivanhoe" per bearer, 

YourS; truly. 
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From a lady to her femaU friend. 
My dear Harriet, January Srdy li 

As I have never withheld even my most 
secret thoughts from you, I cannot avoid in- 
forming you, that since my last letter, I have 
received an offer of marriage from Mr. 
This, you will perhaps say, has been long ex- 
pected. True, my dear girl, but it is not there- 
fore, the less important ; especially as my lover 
is very ardent in his professions; and my 
heart, could he discover its inmost feelings, is 
no less repugnant to delay than his own. 
However, my dear girl, to confess the truth, I 
will inform you that I received the offer of his 
hand with all that rapture which derives its 
origin from pure love, and accepted it with 
that candour, which I sincerely trust, I shall 
never (even for a moment) lose sight of. Yes, 
my beloved friend, the most important action 
of your friend's life, on which all her future 
felicity or misery depends, is finally determin- 
ed upon, and on W ednesday next, I am pledged 
to become the wife of the only man I ever loved. 
Agreeably, therefore, to a long-standing pro- 
mise, I shall expect that you will make it con- 
venient to attend as my bride-maid, 

And believe me to be, my dear girl. 

f5 
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Answer. 
My dear Laura, January 7ihy 1 

The fresh proof you have given me of 
your friendship and confidence, would, if any 
thing could do so, increase that friendly interest 
I have ever felt in all which concerned you. 
However, though I have ten thousand things 
to say, I shall reserve the whole till we meet. 
I shall certainly do myself the pleasure of 
attending upon you in an oflGicial capacity on 
your wedding-day, when you may expect that 
I design to have my laugh out ; though, believe 
me, vdthout any joke, to be 

Yours, ever most faithfully. 
To a lady refusing a favour. 
Dear Madam, /anuary 8/A, 18 — . 

It is very painful to me to be under the 
necessity of replying to your letter of yester- 
day's date, as I cannot, at the same time, 
render you the assistance you require. Had 
it been in my power, I should instantly have 
complied, as I should be happy, at all times, 
if possible, to anticipate your wishes ; I trust, 
therefore, you will forgive me these lines, and 
believe me to be, (although I do not^ in the 
present instance, prove it,) 

Your sincere friend. 



Un, COURTSHIP, AND M ARMACfE. 



To a lady. 
My dearest Harriet, February ^d, 18 — . 

Ever since the fatal or auspicious even** 
tng that I was introduced to yout endearing 
presence, my heart has been rivetted to the 
lovely image of her, who must become the 
arbitress of my future hs^piness or misery; 
that the latter will be the case, will not endure 
a moment's reflection, for independent of my 
own feelings, it would be crvLel to suppose that 
a bosom formed of virtues most sensitive and 
tender, could ever consign a heart touched 
with those very virtues to become the victim 
of aspiring delusion. No, my dear Harriet, 
you will never overwhelm me with such a &tal 
reply, and thus annihilate all those endearing 
prospects of future felicity, which I have so 
ardently cheriidied ; as an alleviatbo^ tk^i^^^ 
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those fond feelings, which are at present 
severely agitated by suspense, permit me, mf 
dear girl, to address your respected paxentS) , 
for a formal recognition of my visits and 
attentions to you : such a concession firom my 
Harriet, will relieve me from a state of in- 
expressible anxiety, and in part secure xiie a 
glowing tranquillity, which is only in the power 
of you, my love, to bestow. Anxiously ex- 
pecting a favourable reply, 

I am, dearest Harriet, 

Yours sincerely. 

Answer. 
&ir, February Bth, 18—. 

In answer to yOur flattering letter, I 
must beg leave to remind you, that in giving 
you the permission of addressing my beloved 
parents upon the subject of your attachment 
to me, such permission must not be understood 
as implying a reciprocity of feeling ; which in- 
deed, in a point involving all the consequencecr 
of my future happiness, is no ordinary specula^ 
tion ; however, that I may not incur the charge 
of cruelty from one whom, I must acknowledge^ 
I at present value with no ordinary esteem, i 
ghall^ with the permission of my parents, ieek 
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mucli pleasure in a couti4uation of ypur soci- 
ety ; but with regard to the success of your 
present enterprise^ time and drcumstanc^s 
alone m^st determine. Begging you to receive 
my best acknowledgment fpr the honour con- 
ferredy 

I remain, sir, with sincere regard, 

Your affectionate friend, 

Harriet. 

The lady's answer^ rejecting. 

Sir, February 5th, 18 — . 

In reply to the letter you have done 
me the honour of writing, I must beg permis- 
sion to decline your addresses in the most 
decided manner ; at the same time I return 
you my grateful fl^anks for having so highly 
distinguished me, and assure you that I shall 
ever bear a premier remembrance of it. 

Trusting you will suffer your natural good 
sense to conquer a passion which can never 
meet a due return from me, 

I remain, sir, 

Your obliged and obedient servant, 

Harriet. 
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From a servani-man to his sweetheart^ a far^ 

Trier's daughter. 
Dear Nancy, February Sth, 18—. 

When I left tlie country for my place 
in London, it was a heart-breaking job to part 
from you ; however, poor people must endea- 
vour to procure an honest subsistence, and 
whatever our troubles may be, we ought to 
bow with submission to the will of God, who 
alone knows what is the most proper for us. 
It is this confidence which supports me xuider 
the affliction of my. absence from you. 

I am living with a most excellent family, 
and experience every attention it is in their 
power to show me. My master has been good 
enough to promise me a month's leave, that I 
may be able to see my friends in the country. 
I need not say how swiftly I shall fly to em- 
brace you — ^yes, my dearest, we will then be 
married, and enjoy at least some portion 
of our life. Nor need we be imder any ap- 
prehensions, as I have saved a sufficiency of 
money to take a small house in London, and 
to establish you in business ; where with the 
blessing of the Almighty, we shall no doubt 
thrive. 

Pray, present my best respects to all your 
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family, whom I love as I do my own. And, 
dear Nancy, be sure that you answer this letter, 
and also that you write to me every opportunity, 
I am, dear Nancy, your devoted lover. 



Nanctfs answer. 
Dear Robert, Fehruary 10/A, 18 — . 

I lose no time in replying to your kind 
letter. You must know how happy I am to 
hear from you, how anxious I always am to 
do as you wish me. 

I rejoice at what you mention, respecting 
your making us a visit. I shall be perfectly 
ready to comply with your request ; and I 
frequently pray that neither of us may ever 
have cause to repent that hour which imites 
US. I showed your letter to my kind parents ; 
they were equally gratified with myself ; and 
this morning my dear father requested me to 
enclose a letter from him, but he would not 
let me peruse it. Indeed, I am sadly anxious 
to know what it was all about. 

Dear Kobert, how I long for that happy 
hour to arrive, when we shall meet to part no 
more till death, I have no more doubt than 
yourself, that God will prosper us, provided wo 
merit his protection. 
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Farewell, dear Bobert, may Heaven watch 
over your health, and speedily conduct you to 
the arms of 

Your faithful, your affectionate. 
The father's answer j inclosed in the foregoing. 
My worthy friend, February 12/A, 18—. 

Your letter to Nancy gave my wife and 
myself sincere pleasure. We rejoice to hear 
of your intended visit, and the design of it ; 
believe me my son, for by that name I must 
call you, when I resign my dear girl to you 
before the altar of God, my happiness will be 
perfect, being convinced, from the whole of 
your conduct, that I shall ensure hers. Neither 
shall she come portionless to your arms, it hav- 
ing been my constant aim to make a pur^e for 
this occasion, which, added to your own sav- 
ings, I have no doubt will assist you in life. 
However, of this enough; hasten to us, a 
hearty welcome awaits you from your elderly 
friend, and the tenderest affection from our girl. 
Even yet, old as I am, I implore of Providence 
to wind up the many undeserved mercies I 
have experienced by prolonging my existence 
to behold your first bom, then I will willingly 
close my aged eyes in peace. 

Farewell, my prayers are with you. 
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From a servant-man to his sweethsart m the 

country. 
My dear Sarah, March 2nd, 1$—. 

Since my arrival in London, I have been 
at times very unhappy, in being deprived of 
the pleasure of your society, and frequently 
pace over in my mind the agreeable walks we 
have taken on your father's farm ; believe me, 
my dear girl, I never would have consented to 
so long a separation, had it not been for the 
prospect of being enabled to afibrd you greater 
eomfbrts in our union than I otherwise could 
have done ; in this I have not been altogether 
deceived, for should Providence spare us for 
each other, I cherish the hope of seeing you 
next Midsummer, when I propose, my dear 
Sarah, to celebrate our union ; and I am sure, 
it will give you as much pleasure as it does 
myself, to inform you that I have realised 
sufficient to start in a small way of business, 
or engage with a small farm ; but I think, my 
dear girl, as the time draws nigh when I hope 
to see yon, my anxiety seems to increase;. 
tiierefore wiit^ to me immediately as the pos-^ 
session and perusal of a letter from you, will 
afford me a jdeasurable relief in my unoccupied 
siommts. 
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I have sent you a few trifles^ which I hop^ 
you will value for my sake, and with my best 
wishes and respects for your dear parents, 
I remain, dearest Sarah, 

Your faithful and affectionate, 

Joseph Nelson. 




Anstver, 
My dear Joseph, March 4/A, IB— ^ 

Your kind and affectionate letter gave 
us much pleasure, especially as you state that 
it is your intention to come down next Mid- 
summer, and purpose settling here; I can 
assure you, we shall all be upon the tiptoe of 
expectation for your arrival ; and father says, 
it will be the happiest day for him to give me 
away to my dear Joseph ; not to get rid of 
me, believe me, for he is indeed a kind father, 
and loves me dearly, but what delights him 
and my dear mother the most, is» that you 
purpose settling in the country, as in that case 
we shall not be deprived of seeing each other, 
and they will be partakers of our joys and 
pleasures, which could not be, had you made 
up your mind to settle in London. 

I have received your pretty little present, 
and will repay you for your kind remembrance 
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xi me, with a token more acceptable tlian 
money, when i see yon : until then, my dearest 
Joseph, 

Iremi^, 

Yours, affecticmately, 

Elizabeth Bell. 

R'om n gefniUmwn to a lady. 
Madam, March 7thy 18 — . 

I ka'^e fitequenUy endeayoared to ad« 
dress you personally on the sabject of thi$ 
letter, but I invariably found my resolution to 
fail, which drcumstance I attribute to the 
^ead (^ an t&nfavourable answer, as my hap- 
;piness depends upmi the possession of your 
heart. 

Be assured, madam, that in making the 
;prc^>08al I now do, it is the result of mature 
deliberation, and that your hand would be 
valuable only if accompanied by your heart. 
In respect to fortune, you are aware that I 
have sufficient to ensure every comfort of life, 
and am also happy to say my character is such^ 
thsit it will bear the strictest investigation, 
and my &mily is respectable. Should yoti, 
tiberefore, venture to entrust yourself to my pro-* 
tection, every hour of my life shall be devoted 

a 
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to the promotion of your happiness, and a 
faithful discharge of the duties of a good and 
affectionate hushand. 

I shall wait your reply to this letter with 
the greatest anxiety, and am, madam, 

Your devoted lover, 

Henry Thompson. 



The lady's answer. 
Sir, March 9M, 18 — . 

The receipt of your letter occasioned 
me some surprise, especially as it treated on a 
subject to which I had not yet devoted my 
thoughts; neither did I imagine, from the 
general tenor of your conduct towards me, 
that you entertained the sentiments you have, 
thus avowed. 

With regard to your circumstances and your 
family, I have no doubt but that your state- 
ments are correct ; and I shall now make a- 
reply to the proposal with which you have 

distinguished me, with that candour due to an 
honourable man on such an occasion. I confess 
that your appearance and behaviour were al- 
ways agreeable to me, and deserving of my 
respect ; but, sir, I am under the control of a 
guardian, upon whose kindness and judgment 
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I most implicitly rely, and without his approba- 
tion I take no step of importance. Previously 
to my giving a decisive reply, I also wish to 
know the sentiments of your mother ; for, be 
assured, sir, I will never become a member of 
any family, imless it be agreeable to its elder 
branches. 

Your answer to the above will, in a great 
measure, decide my determination, 

I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Jane Mason. 

The gentlemarCs reply. 

Madam, March \2th, 18 — . 

My warmest acknowledgments are due 
in return for your kind letter ; I am but too 
happy that it remains in my power to give you 
perfect satisfaction. My dear mother not only 
approves of my attachment to you, but her 
happiness will be increased on beholding me 
the husband of a young lady, possessing so 
many excellent qualities. To convince you of 
this, she desired me to send you the enclosed 
letter from her. I have now, my dear madam, 
to solicit your permission to yi^Y^.'^^svs.-^^'^'k 

q2 
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svheiky I trusty I shall be enabled to make suck, 
arrangements as may jHrove agreeable. 
I am, dear madam. 

Your faithful and afiectipnate lover, 

Henry Thompson 

Letter from the gentleman*s mother* 
My dear young lady, March 14^, 18^—. 

You may probably imagine, whilst 
perusing this letter, that the partial affection 
of a mother induces me to praise too highly a 
beloved son ; but I can assure you, my dear 
miss, that no inducement will ever prevail iq»on 
me, to violate the sacred dictates of truth. 

My son has made m» acquainted with hia 
love for you, avowing that he could neve)r b^ 
happy with another. This event has conferred 
no small portion of genuine happiness upon 
me ; forst, because it is my most anxious wish 
to see him settled in life, as the master of a 
family ; secondly, because I am. too intimately 
acquainted with you both, to doubt that the 
result of your union must be happiness. 

On my son's finishing his studies at the 
university, he kindly fixed his residence with 
me, anxiously devoting every moment of his 
Ufe for the promotion of my comfort and hap- 
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piness. Not have I had a moment's rea8(m to 
condemn his conduct. This excellent behavi' 
our, and the firm conviction I feel that I am 
not much longer to be an inhabitant of this 
world, make me anxious for his happiness. 
Should yoU| therefore, condescend to have him, 
I can onlj say it will perfect my happiness, 
and I shall thisn close my eyes in peace. I 
must also add, that void of aU partiality, I do 
not believe you could select fbr your partner a 
more worthy character, or one so likely every 
way to contribute to your happiness. I ground 
this bold assertion on my knowledge of the 
solid virtues with which he is endowed. 

I shall conclude by assuring you, that what- 
ever your determination may be, I shaU ever 
remain. 

My dear miss. 

Your very sincere Mend, 

Mary Thompson. 

The young lady* 8 answer. 
Dear mad&tid, March 15M, 18—. 

From circumstances which have come 
to my knowledge, I feel assured that you have 
not overrated your son's good qualities ; even 
had you done so, I trust I am disposed to 

g3 
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make every allowance for parental fondness. 

I am satisfied, and as far as may relate to 
myself, I can assure you, that your son will 
experience no opposition ; on the contrax;^, I 
shall feel myself honoured in being allied to so 
worthy a family. AVhile 1 lament, dear madaiu, 
your bodily sufferings, I am almost tempted to 
envy you that pious resignation with which 
you submit to them. However, we will hope 
for the best, and trust when I have the honour 
of calling you mother, that my tender atten- 
tions, combined with those of your excellent 
son, vnll contribute to renovate your health, 
and preserve you many years as a mutual bles- 
sing to us both. 

I will thank you to present your son with 
the enclosed, and with fervent prayers for your 
better health, believe me to be, 
Dear madam. 

Yours respectfully and affectionately, 

Jane Mason. 

..From the lady to her lover, enclosed in the above. 

Dear sir, March Itth, 18 — . 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter, and the one enclosed from your 

excellent mother. How happy ought you to 



lis 



be, in haling such a parent. I need eeaiiodiy 
add, that my objectioas ard now perfectly 
removed, as £ur as il depends npon, myself; but 
you will please to remember diat my guardian's 
consent is yet to b6 procured, as without it I 
am resdived not to enter into so important an 
engagement as that of marriage, though my 
happiness depends, equally with your own# 
iqpon his giving a fkTourable reply. However, 
In the course of a few days, I design to return 
to his house, when I shall acquaint him with 
what has occurred, and state to him our mu« 
tual wishes, after which you shall immediately 
hear from me. 
In the mean time, beUere me to be. 

Dear or, yours veiry foithfblly, 

Jane Mason. 

ne gentleman* 8 annoer. 
My beloved Jane, March 2l5/, 18— -« 

Ten thousand thanks are most justly 
due to yoti for your afibctionate letter. It has 
elevated me to the extreme of happiness, for I 
may now hope the remainder of my life will be 
one continued scene of bliss. I rerjoice^ my 
dear Jane, that your letter appears to have 
bad a wonderfid effect upon my bdatod^ 

a4 
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mother ; it has given her a fresh flow of health 
and spirits, her whole conversation is now de - 
Toted to the praise of you, my beloved. Need 
I add, that I never interrupt her on a subject 
so truly congenial to my heart : indeed, I am 
apt to conclude, that I am more highly blest 
than ever man was before, in the possession 
of such a mother and a friend. 

Keep me in suspense, my sweet girl, no 
longer than necessary, as you may readily 
imagine how anxious I must be to learn thei 
decision of your guardian. However, hope 
shall support me with her benign smiles, till 
my beloved Jane herself informs me of my 
future destiny. She will, I trust, believe that 
words are infinitely too weak ta convey those 
sentiments I would fain express ; but my heart 
melts at the idea, and language fails. Adieu, 
my beloved. Adieu ! may the all-beneficent 
Creator guard and protect you, and speedily 
grant you to the arms of 

Your devoted, your affectionate, Henry. 



The lady to her lover. 
Dear Henry, March 2Zrd^ 18—. 

Agreeably to my promise, I hasten, to 
remove your anxiety. Immediately oiv xav 
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anival here, I stated our mutual wishes to m^ 
guardian, who highly approves of our projec 
ted union, and has authorised me to give you 
an immediate invitation to his house, in order 
that every thing may be arranged without loss 
of time. Hasten then, with your mother, to 
meet us, my dear Henry, and be assured, that 
you will be received in the most welcome man- 
ner by my guardian, as well as (need I say it?) by 
Your affectionate and faithful. 



Answer. 
Deadest Jane, March 2Brdf 18 — . 

I fly on the wings of love, my adored 
Jane, to meet you : my mother, equally hap- 
py with myself, accompanies me, A few short 
hours, and you will be my own for ever. Be- 
lieve me, my life will be but too short for me 
to prove my gratitude, Adieu I — for a few 
short hours adieu ! — then we shall meet never 
more to separate, * 

Ever your own devoted. 

From a gentleman to a widow. 
Madam, March 25/A. 18— • 

Since our flIs\,mUo^^x^^^fi^DL^^\ia^^^^^ 
longer beeii mastei oi m^ o^rDL>Di&^!wtV.\ ^^'"'st ^^ 
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beauty, and nUmerotts gixd qiialities» h^ve eiS 
slaved it, and tlias I o£Qer it to your accej^ttanoe. 

I win not condescend to employ flattery, for 
your own excellent undentanding would eoai- 
demn it ; neither will I attempt to draw any 
romantic futures of coi^ugal happiness ; you 
are aware of what may be expected irom the 
marriage state, from a man, I trust of libend 
ideas, and who is tendedy devoted to you* 

You have known me a sufficient time to be 
a judge of my merits,(if I possess any,) I shall 
therefore content mysdf with making you an 
cikat of my hand and heart, whidi I trust yoii 
will accept. 

My circumstances, also, you are inthnately 
acquainted with; it will, therefore, be needless 
for me to enter upon them. Suffice it to say, 
I can ensure you every real comfort in life. 
Anxiously waiting for a reply to this letter, 
I remain, dear madam. 

Your devoted lover, 

Thomas Chalk. 

AJawmrabk mtiwer. 
Sir, March SO/A. 18—. 

I confess, that from the whole line of 
conduct for some time pursued by you, that 



1« 



I have long expected that declaration which 
you have now thought proper to distmgaish 
me with^ and which I value the more highly 
from its plainness aud candour. 
' I certainly am aware what degree of happi- 
ness we have a right to expect from the mar- 
riage state, in which difficulties and enjoyments 
are closely intermixed; though I am confident^ 
that the latter may easily be made to predom- 
inate, by a proper estimation of the faults and 
virtues of each party. 

To the proposal you have made, I can have 
no possible objection, because I respect yout 
good qualities ; and, in truth, I must avow, 
that you have long possessed my heart. You 
have, therefore, my full consent to your wishes ; 
and as to the arrangements for our union, I 
leave it entirely to yourself to make them in 
such a manner as may be most agreeable to you, 
I am, dear sir, 

Yours, very aflcctionately, 

Emma Peacock. 



An unfavourable answer. 
Sir, April Ist^ 18—. 

I was certainly much surprised at 
receiving a proposal of marriage from "^q^n 
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becauso at an cariy period of our acquaiatanGe^ 
perceiving yoor attenticms were of a particular 
aature, I inTariaUjr treated you in ancli % 
manner aa to check their further advanee. 

I can, thefefore» only say in reply, thatl itm 
truly sorry you should haTe fixed your affBetkma 
upon a person who can never, unfortunatelyi 
return them* I trust, therefore, you will 
earnestly endeavour to conquer a passiou which 
must be hopelesa, 

I cannot dismiss this subject without retnilit 
ing you my grateful thanks for the honour 
you have done me, and, at the same time, asi^ 
suring you that you will ever possess my Mth^ 
lul friendship, 
I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

Emma Peacock. 

Another answer. 
8ir, Apni 4th, 18—. 

The very short time we have been ac- 
quainted, prevents my answering your letter 
in the decisive manner your professions seem 
to desire. Having already trod the path of 
conjugal happiness, it is a duty incumbent on 
toe, not to mar my present widowed comforts 
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by any delusive engagements: my former 
imion having contributed to give me more 
correct views of life, requires that,- previous to 
forming a second engagement, I should use a 
more matured discretion than may be expec- 
ted £com our sex in our tender years. Upon 
a better acquaintance, our views may be more 
congenial ; until then, your regard for me will, 
I trust, spare me a reconsideration of your 
proposal. 

With the greatest respect for your kind 
attentions and esteem, 
I remain, sir, 

Yours most sincerely, 

Emma Peacock. 



From a journeyman tradesman to his sweetheart. 
Dear Mary, 

Long before I was out of my appren- 
ticeship, I had set. my affections on you, and 
resolved, when I was out of my time, to dis- 
close my mind to you ; you know. that I am 
settled with a good master, at thirty shillings 
per week ; and so long as I conduct myself as 
I have hitherto done, there is little fear of my 
being out of employment ; this, my dear Mary, 
will be quite sufficient to make us coipfoitable^ 
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especially under your frugal manageqaent 
You will not then, I trust, be averse to render 
me happy, by bec<»Qing mine ; fi)r were you 
to refuse me, you would make me the mo«t 
miserable wreteh On earth. Belieye me, my 
lore, my whole, wish is to make you happy; and 
;I feel assured you must have some regard for 
.me, from the many little kindnesses I have 
ei^iienced from you^ 

Pray write to me early, and make me hagpgr 
by consenting to become mine. For Ijie pres- 
ent, farewell, and believe me to be 

Your true and affectionate lover, 

James Watkins. 



Aiuwer, 
Dear James» 

I have a long time suspected that you 
had some thoughts of me, but had no idea you 
would have been so hasty as to have made a 
jnroposal to me, within a few months after be- 
ii^ out of your apprenticeship. With regard 
to becoming yours, I cannot give youa denial; 
but I think that prudence requires some little 
delay, to realize those comforts which you, as 
well as myself, I am sure, would regret the 
want of 3 and I think they are more likely to 
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be oibitaiEiM wUle single ; aad if youir love ie 
M tnie as your profeflsioii) it mil spur you ott 
to the attainment of tkenu I think my de«r 
James, your own good sense wiU eame you to 
jndge as I do on the subject : and that the 
l^etter prorision we make» hefive entering 
iilKm a mode of life^ whioh,, ia aS probability^ 
mtf be : ptoducdve of avaxietyof expenses^ 
however firugal we may be, will be the most 
likely way to ensure our own happiness, and 
the approbation of our relations. Trusting 
shortly to see yoii, 

I remain, my dear James, 

Yours most truly, 

Mary. 

Rom a younff man commtiCM^ hiiineaa in 

Lofuhnyio ki9 sweeiheart m the caunfry^ 
My dear Anne, 

Having commenced bnuness in town 
with every prospect of snccess, I feel myself 
enabled to make the proposal to you which 
I have long sighed to possess the abUity to do ; 
you. have long known my intentions towards 
you, and, I flatter myself, that the length of 
time which has elapsed since I had the pleas-* 
ure of seeing you, has not impaired the impres«» 
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ftion which I fondly hoped I had made on your 
heart. With respect to my own feelings, I 
can assure you, that they are more alive than 
ever to your merits and charms. 

Let me intreat you, therefore, not to keep 
me in suspense, but by returning a favourable 
answer, grant me the delightful satisfaction of 
knowing that I may call you my own, and beg- 
ging that you will not protract the time of our 
happy union, 

I remain, 

My dear Anne yours, 

Stephen Coates. 



Answer, 
Dear Stephen, 

Your letter has given me the greatest 
pleasure imaginable, as well as my family in 
general ; I always felt certain that your steadi- 
ness and industry could not fail of promoting 
your prosperity, any more than your fidelity 
swerve from the avowed object of your affec- 
tion, that I shall feel happy in uniting myself 
with you, you need not doubt ; the only regret 
I shall experience in so doing, is, that of bid- 
ding a long adieu to my dear parents, and 
losing the society of some sincere and valuable 
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friends : but being confident tbat my dear Ste- 
phen will fully repay the loss by his afiection- 
ate attentions to me, I shall cheerfully embrace 
the opportunity of accompanying him to Lon- 
don as soon as the necessary arrangements can 
be made for so doing. 

My dear parents desire to be remembered to 
you, and pray that every earthly blessing and 
and happiness may attend our union, which is 
also the sincere prayer of 

Your fjEdthfiil and affectionate 

Anne Morton. 



From a lady rejecting a gentleman's addresses* 
Sir, 

I duly appreciate the honour conferred 
on me, in the sentiments of your letter, but am 
under the necessity of informing you, that it 
is wholly out of my power to accept your 
profiered attentions ; my heart has long been 
engaged to another, whose return to this 
country I am daily and hourly expecting : your 
good sense will, therefore, dictate the propriety 
of relinquishing any further correspondence on 
a subject which can only give pain to one, 
who has always held you in the highest esti- 
mation, in the quality of a friend. Trusting 
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ihii yotur fortitude will easily oblitelraie a pas* 
8i(« unconsciously elicited by me^ 

fxfta Vfirj obedieiU servant. 

A refludl of an offer of matrit^ hy a widow% 

I am peHiciJatly «i^ii:'piised at the re>- 
tx^t of a ie(1)er fiom ycstt, ujkm a subject Mrhick 
Nothing bat the most dasing essarttoce coaM 
kave dictated. Set^g ^lE^de the short period 
T^our acq\ftaintattce> and the di^at^y of oxBt 
>jrears, I sho^d have conceived thi^ n decent 
'censidcMstion for the la!ie «flS<^e«i t liave s«b. 
Gained, in the loss "Of a ^aa: tisd affectionate 
jpuitncMp) Vilghft &a>w {Wo^tedtsd me from such 
« dSsagreeaUe intrusion^ I tsaUfMure you, flif) 
after having so maOKfAj tie^assed on my 
feelings, I shall dispense with aaj^liitther ac- 
^ftamtanoe with you, : r 

I am, sir, *' * 

Tours, !<•. 

!Prom ajedlious Un^ir io kh misiteta. 
My dear Selina, 

Ah! my Selina, fori cannot entertain 
^eAvadfiil thought for a moment that you 
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are not mine> hovv can you be so cruel as to 
harrow my feelings by a pointed display of 
your attentions to young inen, who, but for 
-your too apparent solicitude for their compli- 
ments, would have had no pretext for woimd- 
•iag my heart by their assiduity to acknowledge 
the marked distinction with which you treated 
them. I had fondly hoped that the vows of 
mutual fidelity, and reciprocal love, with which 
we had pledged each other, would never have 
.been erased from your tender bosom, but alas ! 
.what have I not to fear, from the agonized 
feelings I experienced yesterday evening. If, 
my lovely Selina, you have the smallest respect 
ibr your vows, or the least ^park of that attrac- 
tive fiame which once seemed to glow for your 
now desponding Alfred, you will, by returning 
me a consolatory answer, heal the wound you 
have so cruelly inflicted on a heart so devotedly 
your own : oh ! Selina, let me but once again 
believe you are mine, and you will banish a 
load of misery from a heart tenderly and sin* 
cerely devoted to you. 

I am, cruel Selina, 

Your truly vnhappy, 

Alfred Grant 
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Hie ladjf^a amwer. 
My dear Alfred, 

Who could have supposed that youy 
who made such ardent professions of tender^ 
ness, could have charged ine, your own Selina^ 
with cruelty ! were it not that I have, in com- 
passion to your present feelings, condescended 
to attribute the charge to an over sensitive heart, 
you would not have received my consolatory 
explanation of the circumstances which seem 
so deeply to have affected you. The youngp 
men, of whom you appear tp be so nonsensically 
jealous, have been from children most intimately 
connected with our &nuly, and not having had 
the pleasure of a visit from them for some 
years, added to the particular marks of at- 
tention and re£^ct with which I have be^n 
invariably treated by their respective fancies 
might have oaused that assiduity which they 
have a right to expect, and my own eonseiotts 
feelings could not have refu9ed. I^ony should 
I be^ my dear Alfred, to cause you €^v^ a 
moment's uneasiness; but since the whole 
affair has been pur^y accidental, I cannot but 
say that I am in some measure pleased with 
the result, since it has convinced me that your 
^loteBiOM of love were genuine, and that I 
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have BO occasion to despair of a oontinuanee 
of those affections, over wliich I appear to have 
some control, provided you will be equally 
aliTe to the exerdse of your own good sense, 
in timely suppressing such ridiculous parox* 
ysms of jealousy, 

I am, my dear Alfred, 

Yours affectionately, 

Selina Lucas* 



From a gentleman breaking eff a match wiih 

a lady. 

Madam, 

From several circumstances which have 
taken place, I feel assured that our marriage 
would be productive of mutual misery, especi* 
ally as I with sorrow perceive that our disposi^ 
tions are by no means alike. 

Thus impressed, it is best to retreat in<time : 
I have, therefore, to state, that I beg permis- 
sion to decline all future iaiercourse of a 
tender nature. 

I am, madam, 

Your obedient servant, 

Robert BrXL, 
h2 
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From an offended lover to his mistress. 
Madam, 

I once fondly imagined that Rosalia 
could not intentionally wound the heart too 
tenderly devoted to herself; but madam, your 
late conduct has, to my* eternal sorrow, dis- 
pelled my pleasing error. Be it so, I will 
endeavour to submit to my cruel fate; and, 
unless 1 experience a different mode of treat- 
ment, 1 must (however painful it may be) bid 
you 

Farewell for ever, 

John Fuller. 



Tlie lady's answer. 
Dear John, 

Perhaps some excuse may be made for 
your cruel letter, arising from the violence of 
an unbounded passion. I am therefore, ready 
to forgive your unmerited censures, but only 
on condition of their being never repeated. 

Should you,, therefore, be at leisure to call 
upon me this evening, I doubt not but that 
every part of my conduct can be explained to 
your satisfaction. 

I am, ever yours, 

Rosalia Stapley. 
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From a gentleman to a lady. 
Madam, 

From the length of our intimacy, you 
must have discovered that my heart is devoted 
to you, I have constantly endeavoured, by 
every attention in my power, to prove the 
tenderness with which your numerous charms 
have inspired me. 

I have flattered myself that I am not dis- 
agreeable to you, and that I might expect a 
mutual degree of attachment from you. Say 
then, madam, may I venture to make you an 
offer of my hand — my heart you have long 
entirely possessed. You are intimately ac- 
quainted with my circumstances and disposi- 
tion. To this I can only add, that my happi- 
ness or misery through life depends altogether 
on the reply you make to this offer. I shall 
employ no compliments, neither shall I insult 
your good sense by idle promises : but should 
you accept me as your protector through life, 
all my anxiety will be how to promote your 
happiness, and at the same time to retain 
possession of your heart, for which I shall be 
amply repaid in seeing that you are gratified 
with my conduct. On the contrary, should 
you reject my offer, I shall never again enjoy 
Hd 
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true peace of mind ; yet I trust, even in that 
case, that you will be happy with the man 
^rehom you may bless with your hand, and that 
you will honour me with your friendship. 

Your ever affectionate 

Faithful fnend, 

Henry Little. 

Answer. 

Sir, 

I reply to your letter with the utmost 
candour, as I conceive the more explicit our 
sentiments upon a subject which involves 
many, and oftentimes serious, passions and 
inquietudes, the better : that I am not unmind- 
ful of your worth, I frankly own, and judge 
that there can be no impropriety in admitting 
vour attentions as a suitor. 

But with regard to the success of the enter- 
prise in which you have engaged, that must 
wholly result from a continuance of the feel- 
ings with which ray present notions of your 
merits have impressed me. 

As I have not yet fallen into the bewitching 
dilemma of absolute captivation, I sha][l hold 
you in the ordeal of probation^ till I am en- 
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abled, with more mature consideration, to cast 
the die on which depend my own freedom 
and happiness, 

I am, dear sir, 

Your sincere friend, 

Sophia Gray. 



From a lady to her lover ^ refusing a present. 
Dear Charles, 

I have herewith returned the present 
you were kind enough to send me and I trust 
you will not he offended at my doing so. 1 do 
not consider it by any means proper for young 
females to receive presents from gentlemen, 
even though under a mutual engagement. It 
is upon this principle only, that I refuse your 
gift. Reserve, therefore, such testimonials of 
affection till I become your happy wife ; then, 
indeed, I shall receive them with rapture from 
the hand of a beloved husband. 
I am, dear Charles, 

With the most faithful love, 

Kver your own, 

Julia Denniss. 
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Complimentary Cards and Notes. 



Mrs. Vernon presents her compliments 
to Miss Best, and requests the honour of her 
company to a tea and card party, on Wednes- 
day evening. 

Millgate, 
Tuesday-noon. 

Miss Best presents her respects to Mrs. 
Vernon, and accepts her kind invitation with 
pleasure. 



Miss Best presents her respects to Mrs. 
Vernon, and regrets that a pre-engagement 
prevents her acceptance of her polite invitation. 



Note j-^ Complimentary cards must always have the 
0fdi/ress, ^c., at bottom^ similar to the first. 
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Sir William Morton presents his re- 
spectful compliments to Miss Woolgar, and 
trusts she has experienced no ill consequences 
from her last evening's fatigue at the assembly. 



Miss Woolgar feels herself greatly obli- 
ged by Sir William Morton's kind enquiries, 
and she is happy to inform him that she is 
perfectly well. 



Miss Woolgar is greatly obliged by 
Sir William Morton's kind enquiry; she is 
sorry to say that she suffers under a severe 
cold, caught in returning from last evening's 
entertainment. -r; 



Lord W. presents his compliments to 
the Marquis of S. and hopes, if his lordship is 
disengaged, that he will oblige him by dining 
with him on Monday next, at half-past six 
o'clock. 



The Marquis of S. presents his respects 
to Lord W. and will avail himself of his kind 
invitation with pleasure. 

The Marquis of S. regrets that indis- 
h5 
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position will deprive him of the honour of din- 
ing with Lord W. on Monday next. 

The Hon. Miss Dudley's regards to 
Mrs. Windsor, and will he ohliged hy her 
company to dinner on Thursday next at three 
o'clock. 



Mrs. Windsor's compliments to th© 
Hon. Miss Dudley, and is sorry that a pre- 
engagement for Thursday next, compels her to 
decline her very polite invitation. 

Mrs. Windsor presents her respectful 
compliments to the Hon. Miss Dudley, and 
will do herself the honour of waiting upon her 
at the appointed time. 



Mrs. Bell is sorry to hear of Mrs. Wel- 
don^s severe indisposition, and hopes that Mrs. 
W. finds herself hetler this morning. If 
agreeable, Mrs. B. will do herself the honour 
of making a personal enquiry. 



Mrs. Weldon is highly obliged by Mrs. 
Bell's kind enquiries, and is happy to say, she 
feels considerably better. Mrs. Bell's company 
will be at all times agreeablp. 
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Mrs. Weldon is much obliged by the 
friendly attentions of Mrs. Bell, but is sorry to 
say, she feels herself so unwell as to preclude 
the reception of company. 

The Rev. Mr. Barker presents his re- 
spects to Mr. Best, and shall feel greatly 
obliged, if Mr. B. will take his duty at St. 
Mary's on Sunday next, business of importance 
calling Mr. B. from town. 

The "Rev. Mr. Best's compliments to 
Mr. Barker, and feels happy in liaving the 
power to oblige him on Sunday next. 

The Rev. Mr. Best is extremely sorry 
it is not in his power to oblige Mr. Barker, 
being obliged to officiate at Bagby on Sunday 
morning next. 



Mr. Wilson presents his compliments 
to Mrs. Johnson, and begs she will accept the 
basket of game sent herewith. 



Mr. and Mrs. Hall present their com- 
pliments to Mr. and Mrs. Trueman, and hope 
for the pleasure of their company on Thursday 
evening to tea and cards. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Trueman are greatly 
obliged by Mr. and Mrs. Hall's kind invitation^ 
and will do themselves the honour of waiting 
upon them. 

Mr. and Mrs. Trueman are exceedingly 
sorry that a pre-engagement will prevent than 
from accepting Mr. and Mrs. HaJFa polite 
invitation. 

Mr. B. will be greatly obliged^ if Mr, 
H. will favour him with a call this evening, at 
eight o'clock, having some business of parti. 
c\i\ax importance to communicate. The favour 
of an answer is requested. 



Mr. H. has to acknowledge the honour 
of Mr. B's. note, and will have the pleasure of 
waiting upon him at the appointed hour. 



Mr. H. is truly sorry that he is unavoid- 
ably prevented from waiting on Mr. B. at the 
hour of eight this evening, but will, if agreea- 
ble, do himself that honour to-morrow morning, 
at eleven o'clock. 



Mr. Henry presents his respects to Mr. 
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Smithy and begs his acceptance of the basket 
of &h sent herewith. 



Mr. Smith feels himself highly obliged 
by Mr. Henry's polite attention, and returns 
him many thanks for his handsome present. 



Sir Harry Careless presents his com- 
pliments to the Hev. W. Bingham, and shall 
feel happy if he will make one of a party in a 
fishing excursion to-morrow morning at eight 
o'clock. 



The Rev. W. Bingham returns many 
thanks to Sir Harry Careless, for his friendly 
attention, and will certainly attend upon him 
at the appointed hour. 

Proper mode of directing Letters to^ and Ad* 
dressing persons of every rank in common dis^ 
course^ viz : — 

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty — 
Madam,— or. May it please your Mfyesty. 

To his Royal Higl^iess a^^i^stus Freder* 
ick, Duke of Sussex, &c., &c.— Sir, or, may i\ 
please your Royal Highness. 

All the other brunches of the Royal Fam- 
ily are to be addrej^sed in the iNime manner, 
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merely making the proper distinction of sex. 

The nobility are iaddressed in the follow- 
ing manner. 

To his Grace the Duke of Devonshire — 
My Lord Duke, Your Grace. 

To the Most Noble Charles, Marquis of 
Worcester — My Lord Marquis, Your Lordship. 

To the Right Honourable Earl of Craven 
— My Lord, Your Lordship. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount 
Palmerston — ^My Lord, Your Lordship. 

To the Right Honourable Lord North, 
My Lord. 

The sons of Dukes, Marquises, and the 
eldest sons of Earls, have, by the courtesy of 
England title of Lord, and Right Honourable : 
and the title of Lady is given to their daughters. 

The yoimgest sons of Earls, and the sons 
of Viscounts and Barons, are styled Esquires, 
and Honourable, which latter title all their 
daughters also possess. 

Persons who, by the Queen's commission, 
are appointed to places of high trust, are also 
styled Honourable. 

No commoner can possess the title of Right 
Honourable, with the exception of those who 
are membersof the Privy Council, the three Lord 
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Mayors of London, York, and Dublin, and 
the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, during their 
continuance in office. 

Ladies are addressed according to the 
rank held by their husbands. 

^ Archbishops are called, Most Reverend ; 
and Bishops, Right Reverend. 

The rest of the Clergy, The Reverend. 

Generals and Colonels in the Army, and 
Admirals at Sea, Honourable ; unless they 
are Noblemen, and then according to their 
rank. 

All Ambassadors, and the Lord Lieuten- 
ant of Ireland, Excellency. 

Justices of the Peace, Worship. 

Chancellors of Universities, Worshipful. 

In all other instances, such as Knight, 
Baronet, and Esquire, the different addresses 
are well know. 



PETITIONS. 



General form of a peiiiion. 
To the Right Honourable Lord- 



The humble petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 

That your petitioner humbly presumes 
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to present himself to your lordship's notice, 
£rom the recommendations he can produce for 
general propriety of conduct ; imder this im- 
pression, your lordship's petitioner ventures to 
solicit from your lordship an appointment to 
the situation of , which is 

now at your lordship's disposal. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound^ will 
ever pray, 

A.B. 
Recommended by 

Notej-^The above form witl serve for every casevthero 
ttn appoaUmejUit ioUcited* 



A petition for a place in the Eipcise-Offlce* : 
To the Eight Hon. the £rst Lord Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury. 
The humble petition of O. P. 
Sbeweth, 

That your petitioner, being anxious to 
procure an appointment under Government, 
is induced to prefer the Excise Office, from an 
opioion, thatji from his education, habits and 
manners, he is better calculated to discharge, 
the duties of tjiat department than any other. 
Your petitioner, therefore, humbly ventureff 
^ solicit an appointment as i 
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hi the above-mentioned service ; and he is the 
more induced to hope fbr success in his huoii- 
hle petition thus presented to the notice of 
your lordship^ firom the circumstance that his 
character will bear the test of any inquiry ; 
and, if necessary, your petitioner can produce 
a variety of the most respectable testimonials 
as to the general propriety tDf his conduct. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray, &c. 
Recommended by 

NoU,r^The above must be bcutked bff one qf the Com* 
missioners, or it will never be ^ectual. 

To the Eight Honourable the First Lord Com« 
missioner of the Treasury, fbr a place in the 

Stamp-Officci 
The humble petition of E. C. 
Sheweth, 

That your petitioner, by a variety of 
unforeseen misfortunes, is reduced from afflu- 
ence and respect to a slate of great distress. 
This, combined with the melancholy condition 
m which his family is consequently plunged, 
is the cause of his presumption in addressings 
your lordship with an humble solicitaton for 
one of the present vacant places of distribu- 
t<»*8 in the Stamp-Offiee} aiid Mt which he ca» 
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ftfoduce testimonials that he is properly quali- 
fied ; and, if required, he cau likewise give 
security for his fidelity. 

Humbly relying upon your Lordship's well- 
known humanity, 

Your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray. 

Note-'" Observe to address the person^ orpuhlieeom* 
pawft to whom the petition is preseniedy agr^eabljf to 
their proper ranky stating the object required as briefijf 
and respectJuHy as possible ; cts few things can gipe 
persons filling public appointments greater displeasure 
€han to be troubled with long petitions, in which eate 
they will rarefy condescend to peruse them, Propit 
iestimonials reacting the character of the petiHtmttt 
should edwttjfs be transmitted with the petition^ toAM 
must be very clean, and written in a neat, clear^ and 
legible hand. 
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